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EGYPT 


LEGAL EXPERTS DEBATE OFFICIAL SECRETS LAW 

Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 14, 18 May 83 

(14 May 83 p 3] 

(Article by Khamis al-Bakri and Hurriyah Ahmad Husayn] 


[Text] A calm, objective discussion about the law prohibiting 
the publication of state documents. 

Why was the law that protects Egypt's secrets enacted? 

Dr Sulayman al-Tamawi: "Laws alone do not protect the country; 
what is more important is to make citizens aware of their 
national duty." 

Dr Wahid Ra'fat: "The prohibition applies to those who held 
public positions and who had access to state secrets." 

The public prosecutor: "If the condition for freedom is not to 
hurt others, it is even more so with the supreme interests of 
the state." 

Dr Ahmad Fathi Surur: "Freedom of thought and the media ought 
to be reconciled with the protection of Egypt's secrets." 

Dr Ahmad Husayn al-Sawi: "I am calling for an accurate, scien- 
tific documentation system in the ministries of foreign affairs 
and the interior." 


The law prohibiting publication of state documents has created strong reactions 
in political, party and legal circles. The law was signed yesterday by President 
Husni Mubarak after it was approved by the People's Assembly. Reactions to the 
law varied from support and approval to fear and caution. There was quiet 
opposition to the law as well as strong opposition to it. 


The law stipulates specifically that confidential information having to do with 
the state's supreme policies or its national security is not to be published or 
publicized until 20 years have elapsed if publishing or publicizing that infor- 
mation would hurt the country's security or its military, political, diplomatic 
or economic standing. 


The penalty as mentioned in the law is a deterrent to all [would-be] violators. 


The law was issued at a time of general confusion. Egyptians who until recently 
had been in positions that allowed them to see or have access to documents and 




















information of extreme importance were engaged in a strange and provocative 
competition with each other in Egypt, in the Arab world and world-wide. They had 
access to documents affecting the heart of the country's strategy, its national 
security and the interests of the 45 million Egyptians who make up the people of 
all Egypt. 


Accordingly, the ew law tells anyone who seeks his own personal gain at the ex- 
pense of the Egyptian people, "Stop right where you are! Stop tinkering with the 
destiny of Egypt and the fate of the people in Egypt." 


The new law is not an Egyptian innovation. There is hardly a civilized country 
that does not have a similar law, even though there may be differences in the 
particulars of the iaw regarding the period of time [that has to elapse before} a 
document is published and the penalties for violators. 


AL-AHRAM's Investigative Reports begins today a debate on the law. All parties 
concerned--jurists, politicians, party members, university professors and 
officials--discuss the matter in a free and candid exchange of different 
opinions. The objective here is Egypt's interests and the interests of the 45 
million persons who breathe the air of Egypt. Those people have always been 
Egyptians who love Egypt, ever since the dawn of written history. 


Dr Sulayman al-Tamawi, Former Dean of the College of Law at ‘Ayn Shams University 


It is an accepted fact everywhere in the world that a civil servant has access to 
some secrets because of his position. A civil servant does not have the right to 
publish these secrets at all. The difficulty [in this matter] lies in determining 
what is a secret. If the principle were easy and if there were universal 
agreement about it, its implementation would be difficult. This problem is solved 
by enacting legislation that defines in specific terms what is considered 
confidential so that publication of confidential material would not be allowed 
and would be punishable. But it is also an accepted fact that if such legislation 
is enacted, its provisions would provide examples [of applicable cases] and would 
not be exhaustive. This means that what is not expressly prohibited for pub- 
lication by legislators is not to be considered permissible by civil servants. 
But it must be clear that not all professional transgressions would be considered 
criminal offenses. In fact, civil servants have three sets uf responsibilities: 


The first set is that of criminal responsibility. Civil servants would receive a 
criminal penalty only if legislators prohibited a specific act. But civil 
servants also have two other responsibilities: a disciplinary [sic?] respon- 
sibility and a civil responsibility. 


The second set of responsibilities is disciplinary [sic?]. It covers every action 
that is at odds with the duties of the position whether or not that action was 
prohibited by legislators. This includes a commitment not to disclose confiden- 
tial matters regardless of what they are. This means that violating that 
responsibility does not constitute a criminal offense. This conclusion is based 
on the principle that no crime is committed unless there is a stipulation against 
it in the law. A civil servant who works at an agency and who has access to these 
confidential materials has a disciplinary [sic] responsibility for these confiden- 
tial materials during the period of his service and even after he leaves that 
job. This is a commitment that follows him whether he is in service or not. 














The third and final set [of responsibilities] is that of civil responsibility. 
This means that the state has the right to go to a civil servant who reveals con- 
fidential materials, whether he was employed [at the time! or not, and file a 
suit against him for civil damages that resulted from the disclosure of confiden- 
tial materials. 


The state also has to make its employees aware of their various responsibilities 
toward this threat which not only hurts them, but also hurts the state. 


A well-known example [of this principle] is that if someone were tu reveal 
military secrets inadvertently and if these secrets were overheard by a spy, that 
person would be punished as though he had revealed itscse secrets deliberately. 


In my view, however, the penal code is not enough to protect the country. (What 
matters] is that citizens and civil servants be made aware of that national duty. 
This is the function of parents first, of schools second and of [political] par- 
ties third. This is their main function. 


Finally, such a law exists in all the countries of the world, and it is known 
that the law did not create this crime which has been in existence. But the law 
did stiffen the penalty for the crime and broaden the scope [of its definition]. 


No Objections to the Law, but There Are Flaws in It 
Or Wahid Ra'fat, a Jurist 


As far as principle is concerned, there are no objections to the existence of 
such a law. In fact, most countries have similar statutes to protect state sec- 
rets. But the law that was debated and approved has some flaws, and these are 
based on the fact that the scope of the main elements of the law was broadened as 
follows: 


First, the number of people who would be subject to this law was increased. The 
law applies not only to those who have access to state secrets because of their 
positions, but it also prohibits all citizens from revealing state secrets, 
stipulating that [the law] would apply to "Anyone who has access [to state 
secrets] because of his job or his responsibility." This is a very broad 
provision. 


In my opinion, the prohibition must be restricted to those who hold public 
office. This includes ministerial positions because those people are the main 
reason for the prohibition. They are the ones who have access to State secrets. 
But that the prohibition include everyone, even historians who may have had 
access to information because of their work, broadens the scope of the law and 
makes it apply to more persons than is necessary. 


Second, information is construed in a broader sense. The law did not restrict 
itself to those who have access to official and confidential state documents, but 
it used the word, information, without defining it or explaining it. The debate 
made it clear that the prohibition would also apply to verbal information. 


The term, verbal information, iS very ambiguous. Who would have the burden of 
proving that this piece of verbal information is or is not confidential? 
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Because of their nature, documents are usually marked confidential. Accordingly, 
it is eisy to prove what documents are and what are not confidential. 


However, this ease with which the confidentiality of written documents is deter- 
mined becomes an extreme difficulty in relation to verbal information. Countries 
that nave such a law do not have this noticeable expansion in the definition of 
confidentiality. 


Third, the basis for damages is broadened. A penalty is not to be imposed unless 
the dissemination or publication of the information damaged the public interest. 


The law here broadened its interpretation of damages; it did not confine it to 
damages to international relations or military secrets. As formulated and 
approved the law made damages include national security, the military position, 
the political or diplomatic position and the economic position. We thus find that 
legislators have made what was applicable to military secrets applicable to 
domestic affairs. This constitutes a considerable expansion in the sense of what 
is damaging to the state's interests. 


It would have been more realistic for the law to be restricted to military sec- 
rets and diplomatic relations. In this case a penalty [for violating the law] 
would be mandatory and essential for preserving the entity and the interests of 
the state. 


Expanding this clause raises an essential question: Who is to prove what damage 
was done? Would this be up to the courts? Who has to prove that? 


If damages were restricted to damages to [a country's] military position and 
diplomatic relations, the matter of proof would be easy and acceptable. 


The people who wrote that law want to make life difficult for citizens by 
insisting on a penalty and by stiffening that penalty. Legislators provided for a 
prison term that would be no less than 3 years and no more than 5, even though 
advanced, civilized countries at the present time are trying to replace prison 
sentences with fines. Legislators determined the fine (for violating the law | 
would be no less than 10,000 pounds and no more than 20,000 pounds. This 
expansion of the penalty is unbelievable. Furthermore, legislators have been so 
stern as to preclude judges from exercising mercy. Legislators covld have set a 
maximum penalty and left it up to the judge to determine a minimum penalty. A 
judge may find that there were extenuating circumstances and reduce a prison 
sentence to 6 months only. But legislators did not give judges an opportunity to 
be merciful when a show of such mercy would be warranted by circumstances. 
Legislators made punishment [for convicted violators] mandatory, and judges 
cannot suspend a sentence. Judges have the power to exercise leniency with first 
offenders or to suspend a sentence if they find extenuating circumstances 
requiring such suspension. But the provisions of this law make the execution of a 
sentence mandatory. 


we thus find that legislators stiffened and hardened the penalty, precluding 
judges from handing down a minimum sentence or from suspending a sentence. 
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I do not believe that the law should have been formulated in this manner although 











I am convinced that such a law is necessary to protect secrets that would ensure 
that the state is protected--particularly the state's military secrets--since 
many people in the military took advantage of information they have access to 
because of their positions, and they wrote extensively about this information and 
published secrets. 


Security Shield for the Country and for Its Political and Economic Position 
Counselor ‘Atif Zaki, Public Prosecutor 


In my opinion this law was enacted primarily to serve as a security shield for 
the country and to safeguard its military, political, diplomatic and economic 
position. 


I do not believe that anyone in any way would be lax regarding the country's 
security, its military position or its economic situation. This law does not res- 
trict the freedom to publish because it does not absolutely prohibit publication. 
Information may be published after permission is obtained from the Council of 
Ministers on the basis of a proposal submitted by the authorized minister. It is 
normal for the Council of Ministers to be the body that evaluates and determines 
the interests of the country. After 20 years, however, there are no restrictions 
on publishing anything. 


The penalty [for violating the law] may be imprisonment or a fine. It is not a 
severe penalty even though the law stipulates that suspension of a sentence was 
prohibited. This is proportional to the measure of the damage done to the country 
as a result of the publication of documents. 


I do not believe that the benefits that could result from publication are 
proportional to the damage that may befall the state. Quite the contrary, nothing 
but damages can come out of publishing confidential material; the only benefit 
would be a personal one. Consequently, it would not be proper for us to sacrifice 
the interests of all the people for the interests of an individual. And basically 
what is the justification for publishing a document whose contents may be 
damaging to Egypt's security? If we are concerned about freedom, then one of the 
simplest principles of freedom is that we not hurt others, such as neighbors, 
colleagues or friends, [in the process of exercising our freedom]. It follows 
then that the same principles would apply if the matter has to do with destroying 
the supreme interests of the country. 


Informing the Public about Egypt's Political and Social History 


Dr Ahmad Fathi Surur, Head of the Department of Criminal Law in the College of 
Law at Cairo University 


This subject raises a two-part question. The first part of the question is that 
of the freedom to think and the ensuing freedom of information. This requires 
that the public be informed about everything that is of interest to them, particu- 
larly that which has to do with the political, social and economic history of 
Egypt. Documents are the source of such information. With documents publishers 
can support and substantiate their ideas. Accordingly, the freedom to publish 
such documents must be provided. 

















Regarding the second part of the question, the country's national interests 
depend on some of these documents. This requires that the secrets contained in 
those documerts be safeguarded because publishing them could affect and damage 
national interests. Reconciliation was essential in view of this conflict between 
two opposite interests: the interests of free thought and free information and 
that of safeguarding the secrets of the country. This was done by upholding the 
principle of the freedom to publish, pursuant to the freedom of thought and the 
freedom of information, and postponing publication of [sensitive] documents for 
20 years. Legislators estimated that waiting 20 years before publishing such 
documents would be enough [to ensure] that the supreme interests of the country 
are not affected. 


Egypt is not the first and only country to have gone into this area. It was pre- 
deded by other countries that delayed the publication of some documents for a 
period of time set by the law because they made the judgment that publication 
of these documents could hurt their national interests. 


Priority To Documenting Information and Indicating What Is Confidential 
Dr Ahmad Husayn al-Sawi, Professor of Journalism at the American University 


There is no such thing as confidential information in the science of documen- 
ration unless that information assumes the form of a document. This means that 
such information is recorded and stored according to a specific system and then 
filed in the archives. The term, document, denotes every written record that 
pertains to one of the following: negotiations, ambassadors' correspondence and 
relations between countries. For example, cables that the president [of Egypt) 
and the presidents of other countries send each other may or may not be 
confidential. If these cables are sent in code, they become documents and they 
are stored in the archives. If, however, they are sent in ordinary language, they 
would not be considered documents and, accordingly, the conditions of confiden- 
tiality would not apply to them. 


As far as the first case is concerned, all cables or letters that are sent in 
code are considered docuntnts, as is the case with all ambassadors and military 
attaches in the world who send coded information to their countries. These 
documents are decoded, given a number and filed. Such a file would then be stored 
in a special archive, and that cable thus becomes a document. 


When treaties are signed, if the minutes of the sessions [that produced the 
treaties) are publicized, the information is not confidential. But if the minutes 
of the sessions are not publicized, those minutes are considered documents, 
stored in archives and given a number. It has been customary in all countries 
that these documents are not to be made available until after a certain period of 
time. 


In Britain the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has a model depository for documents 
that is considered one of the best libraries in the world for document and infor- 
mation storage. Researchers were al!owed access to documents 50 years later. Now 
they are given access to those documents 30 years later. 


There is a major difference, however, between a news item, an item of information 




















nd a document. A state may, for example, prohibit the publication of a certain 
ws item and may keep it from the media. But that news item may be publishe. in 
ty foreign newspaper or may be publicized in radio broadcasts of other 
countries. Consequently, confidentiality would not apply to that news item or to 
that item of information, and concealing that news item or that item of 
information would constitute a cover-up of the facts which the public have a 
right to know. 


And people find out about such information from abroad; they find out about it 
from foreign and Arab radio broadcasts and newspapers. The proceedings of the 
legislative assembly, for example, (the People's Assembly) or what is called the 
minutes of those meetings must be available to researchers. The notion ot 
confidentiality must not be applied to them unless a meeting was declared closed, 
as in a declaration of war. When officials and people's representatives thin 
that a session of the assembly should be closed, in that exceptional case the 
proceedings of the session are to be made inaccessible, and they are to be 
considered confidential for a certain period of time. But information that is 
presented to the People's Assembly and recorded in assembly proceedings, such as 
the budget of the Ministry of Education which may not be considered contidential 
information, must be made available to researchers. 


Therefore, the law must determine specifically what is to be termed confidential. 
Otherwise, the law would be weak, and the public is most certainly interested in 
the law so they would know what their rights and their duties would be. 


It is customary to have a prohibition against publicizing the documents of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. However, there is very little domestically that is 
precluded from publication, such as the weapons budget, for example. But some 
countries like the United States and the Soviet Union publicize and discuss their 
weapons budget. 


[t is worth noting that this law forces us to reconsider the system of documenta- 
tion im our country. Egypt has a very backward documentation system, and one must 
be developed for it according to the most modern scientific methods. A document 
storage system specially for confidential documents must be developed so it may 
be referred to when necessary. When the problem of the Taba dispute occurred, 
_for example], we did not find the maps [we had to have] when we asked official 
agencies in Egypt for those maps. We had to get those maps from Istanbul. This is 
because the Taba problem began in 1906 when the dispute was between us and the 
Ottoman State. 


Finally, I am strongly calling for a scientific document storage system, 
particularly in the ministries of the interior and foreign affairs. I am asking 
that certain determinations be made on what may be examined and what is 
considered confidential. Despite the importance of the law, that would then 
become a broad deterrent. 


(18 May 83 p 3] 
“Article by Khamis al-Bakri and Hurriyah Ahmad Hasan | 


Text) What is a secret, and what is a document? 

















Dr Ma'mun Salamah: "We do not have full protection for the 

State's top secrets." 

Justice Salim 'Abdallah Salim: "Any state has a right to enact 
laws prohibiting publication of its secrets." 

Dr Ahmad Shalabi: "Islam's position on making state secrets 

public is clear and unequivocal." 

Counselor Husni 'Abd-al-Hamid: "A distinction is required between 
making confidential information public in the country and abroad." 
Dr Yahya al-Jamal: ''The problem begins with the definition of 

the word, secret." 


The debate about the law prohibiting the publication of state documents con- 
tinues. [Participants in the debate] include those who welcome the law, those who 
support it, those who caution against it, those who oppose it calmly and those 
who strongly reject it. It is, however, a reasonable debate where arguments are 
set forth and logic is used to defend positions. It is a debate that leaves out 
emotions and personal whims. 


The question here is the question of the state's top secrets, and the state is 
Egypt. Egypt is the 45 million persons who live under the skies of that country, 
a country whose roots go back for 70 centuries. 


As AL-AHRAM begins the second day of this debate, it is primarily concerned with 
the objectivity and total neutrality of the opinions [that are expressed herein]. 
It is concerned with the honest expression of what is on the mind of the Egyptian 
people. This is a rational debate of the minds. It does not get carried away by 
personal whims, and it is not manipulated by party tendencies. Everyone born of 
Egypt is an Egyptian and is most certainly a good scion of the land regardless of 
the differences in names. 


Justice Salim ‘Abdallah Salim, Vice President of the Court of Cassation 


There is nothing wrong with the fact that any country have the right to prohibit 
by law the publication of secrets that have to do with its supreme policies or 
its national security, when publication or declaration of those secrets would 
damage its security. 


A citizen who, because of his political, economic or military position or because 
of his position in the media, has access to or possession of documents that have 
to do with the nation's security and makes these documents public for personal 
gain, without concern for the interests of his country, is a person who 
undoubtedly deserves to be punished. Because freedom of opinion and the freedom 
to express one's thoughts in speech or in writing are guaranteed by the 
constitution, which also guaranteed freedom of the press and freedom of religion, 
this freedom must be exercised within the limits of the law so as not to conflict 
with the security of the state and the safety of the country. 


Although freedom of thought signifies that an individual is free to evaluate the 
things, systems and persons that are ound him and to do so publicly--that is, by 
publishing his evaluations, be they positive or negative--in accordance with his 
principles and his beliefs, such evaluations ought not to be confused with the 
disclosure of state secrets. The least such disclosure would accomplish is that 
it would shake the dignity and the glory of the state through and through and 














provides an opportunity to everyone motivated by his own personal interests to 
take advantage of the country. The disclosure of state secrets paves the way for 
transgressors to penetrate the country and rifle with the traditions of the 
people. They would break down the pillars of the nation; destroy its foundations 
and thus wipe out its heritage. 


One cannot forget that one is not permitted to break into homes or to reveal 
public or private secrets in order to get to or report on an important news item. 
If that were allowed, people would become corrupt; their laws would not be 
righteous, and they would not have a society. 


The upshot of the matter is that freedom of opinion or the freedom to publish-- 
and thinkers and publishers are entitled to that freedom--must not be abused. It 
is an established legal principle that rights [may] be abused. Accordingly, the 
law prohibiting the publication of confidential materials must be applied pro- 
perly so it would not infringe upon the freedom to think, lose its meaning and 
fail to meet its objective. 


We must all realize quite clearly that freedom of thought is not absolute and not 
free from all flaws except in an artificial environment and under artificial 
conditions. In the course of normal life, however, freedom of thought is always 
mixed with few or many flaws; it is just like the natural air we breathe, which 
is never free from harmful impurities and germs that are by their nature harmful. 
Just as every sick person refuses to expose himself to the air, it is only a Sick 
society that would reject freedom because it fears its impurities. 


Islam's Position on Publicizing State Secrets 
Dr Ahmad Shalabi, Professor of Islamic History 


Islam prescribes [observing] secrecy regarding the preparations, plans and the 
execution of future battles. It is particularly in reading the biography of the 
prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, and in reading about the mili- 
tary expeditions and military companies of his time that it becomes evident that 
the prophet was extremely careful about the secrecy of preparations and the 
secrecy of execution. He used to send out some companies with written instruc- 
tions that were to be unsealed only at a certain location. This meant that the 
military company was given orders to proceed north, east, west or south to a 
certain location where its commander would unseal the written instructions and 
then according to those instructions continue in the same direction or change 
directions. 


But in matters that are not military and that do not pertain to the future, we 
hardly find any secrecy. Educational plans are reviewed for discussions and 
changes, and opinions about them are expressed before they are implemented. The 
same is true about economic matters and social matters. Islamic society is thus 
not taken by surprise with a decision that would annoy most thinkers or most 
Muslims. 


Muslim historians in general have a responsibility to history and to generations 
of people: they have to convey to future historians an image of what they saw. 
Without such an image of what they experienced and witnessed, future historians 
will not be able to get the specific information they need because they were not 














eyewitnesses to events. We as historians esteem and honor the historian Imam 
al-Suli who wrote a historical account of his contemporary, al-Muttaqi Billah. 
[When we read] Ibn Khaldun, [it's as though] we are living with him: accepting 
and rejecting from him what we can. But when we come to his conversations about 
the state of Mali, whose events occurred during his lifetime, we feel as though 
we are seeing those events ourselves and we are relying on an eyewitness. The 
same is true with Ibn '‘Abd-al-Hakam, for example, and with many historians who 
described life as they saw it. I am pleased to state that in "The Encyclopedia of 
History'' I wrote my observations when I reached the present age. I used to visit 
the countries that I wrote about, and I would provide a picture of life in that 
country as much as that was possible. But in Egypt, I wrote its contemporary 
history day after day. 


Inside and Outside the Country 
Counselor Husni 'Abd-al-Hamid, Assistant Socialist Public Prosecutor 


There is no doubt that legislation, any piece of legislation, is the product of a 
need in society. The enactment of laws is [a process that is] imposed and 
required as the legitimate means by which the conduct of individuals in society 
is regulated. Laws prevent strife and conflict among individuals in society. 


Any law that is issued to prohibit a certain action necessarily implies that cer- 
tain freedoms are being curtailed. In order for such a law to become a legitimate 
[enforcement] tool, it is necessary that there be a higher goal that takes 
priority and that the law try to achieve that goal. That higher goal has to be 
more worthy of protection than any benefit for any individual whose freedom was 
curtailed by the law. This higher goal is always manifested in society's public 
interest; it is the realization and preservation of that interest that is being 
sought. 


It seemed evident that the law which prohibited the publication and dissemination 
of confidential information pertaining to the state's supreme policies or its 
national security sought the higher objective of avoiding damage to the country's 
security or to its military, political, diplomatic or economic position as a 
result of the publication or dissemination of information of a certain nature. 


No one should be annoyed with a restriction that is determined in the interests 
of the public. No one should forget that the interests of the public consist of 
the sum total of the private interests of individuals: and no one is to forget 
that he is one of those individuals. 


It must also be taken into account that [in this matter] the crucial point first 
and foremost is the proper application of the law after it is enacted. If it is 
the courts that will enforce this law, there is no reason to be disturbed or wor- 
ried because our Egyptian courts are sound. They are entrusted with the enforce- 
ment of the law, and no one will suffer injustice, prejudice or oppression [as a 
result of what they do]. 


If I may make a comment about this law, I would ask that we make a distinction 
between the responsibility of publishing and disseminating [information] in the 
country and doing so abroad. It may be conceivable for a person to publish and 














disseminate [information] inside the country in good faith and with good inten- 
tions, but it is quite inconceivable that he do so when he publishes and 
disseminates this information abroad. 


Full Protection for State Secrets Required 


Dr Ma'mun Salamah, Dean of the College of Law of al-Zaqaziq University and Profes- 
sor of Criminal Law at Cairo University 


The present penal code provides protection for certain kinds of secrets: those 
that have to do with defense. [Revealing such secrets] is considered a crime 
against the security of the state. Therefore, full criminal protection for any 
kind of secret that had to do with the country's national interests was lacking. 
The law that was enacted provides this protection now. Confidential information 
is protected with regard to public employees, to those who are entrusted with 
public service and to those who are acting in public service positions and have 
access to this information. The penalty for violators is a prison sentence if the 
secret [that is revealed] has to do with the country's defense. The importance of 
the new law becomes evident with regard to confidential information that does not 
pertain to defense. In my opinion, the penalties are not appropriate because the 
penalty in the previous law is imprisonment or hard labor; in the new law the 
penalty is imprisonment only. 


If we ask about what is meant by defense secrets, [we would be told that] the 
term signifies military, political, diplomatic, economic and industrial infor- 
mation. This means that the criminal protection determined in Article 80 B of the 
Penal Code--this requires a prison sentence for every civil servant who reveals 
any of the country's defense secrets--would apply to all information that 
pertains to the state. It would apply to domestic political persons in the 
context of their relations with individuals or to foreign political persons. 
Accordingly, the new provision is irrelevant because Article 85 of the Penal Code 
defines secrecy in a way that differs from that of the new law which did not 
define it. 


I think that the Penai Code is stricter. If we look at Article 80 D, [we would 
find that] it states that, "Any Egyptian who deliberately publicizes abroad news, 
bulletins or false or self-serving rumors about domestic conditions in the 
country so as to undermine financial confidence in the country or engage in any 
activity that would damage the country's national interests is to be punished by 
a prison sentence of no less than 6 months and no more than 5 years and a fine 
that is not less than 100 pounds and not more than 500 pounds or one of the two 
penalties. If the crime is committed during war the punishment is to be 
imprisonment." 


We thus see that the Penal Code applied to every Egyptian whether or not he was a 
civil servant, and it applied to all information whether or not it was con- 
fidential. 


For the purpose of crimes involving the disclosure of state secrets and for the 
purpose of other crimes committed abroad against state security, a public civil 
servant is defined in Article 85 A Paragraph B of the Penal Code as a public 
civil servant, a person who is an acting public civil servant or one who is 
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charged to provide a public service, even if he did not receive the papers, 
documents or secrets [in question] while he was performing his job or rendering 
his service or because of his job. A public civil servant is also one who stopped 
being a public servant before the crime was committed whether he had obtained the 
papers, documents or secrets while he was a public civil servant or after he 
ceased to function in that capacity. 


This means that it is sufficient for [a citizen] to have been a public servant 
when he committed the crime or that he had the position of a public servant be- 
fore he disclosed a secret or had become a public servant after he revealed a 
secret. This means that the term, public servant, is construed broadly and 
includes, as we said, every citizen. 


I believe that the articles of the Penal Code would have been enough [to provide } 
criminal protection if its provisions were being properly applied or enforced. In 
my opinion having too many laws does not solve problems but rather complicates 
matters. 


Of course the new law is considered supplementary to the old law. [In cases 
where] incidents are similar, the new law is enforced. 


The Problem Pegins with Defining the Notion of Secrecy 
Dr Yahya al-Jamal, Secretary of the Political Committee of the Grouping Party 


First of all, it is inconceivable for anyone to allow his personal secrets, to 
say nothing of public secrets, to become known to the public. A secret is by 
mature a matter that must be safeguarded whether it is personal or public. 


If all of us consider safeguarding personal secrets a matter of considerable 
importance, then a public secret which has to do with the country as a whole is 
more worthy of such protection. This is indisputable. Differences begin, however, 
when we begin to define what is a secret; when we say who is in charge of 
safeguarding that secret; and then when we determine what interests are damaged 
when that secret is revealed. 


These are the three points that create differences. The function of the law, any 
law, is to regulate matters and set a clear standard on those matters about which 
people would not disagree. This comes about when the laws mature slowly; when 
they go through their normal steps; and when they are not written rashly or 
carelessly. The nature of laws that are written rashly is such that they upset 
people and create more problems than solutions. I personally am in favor of 
protecting the state's documents, and I am in favor of criminalizing the 
disclosure of these documents which is done to hurt the country's interests. But 
we must first define what is a document. 


_Let's take], for example, a treaty that is presented to the People's Assembly. 
That treaty is a document, but this document does not have any quality that would 
make it confidential. Why? Because any document that is presented to the People's 
Assembly is essentially a public document, and the original proceedings of the 
People's Assembly [are documents] that people can examine. Nevertheless, the 
quality of confidentiality cannot be attached to any document that is presented 
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to both houses of parliament unless parliament expressly states by way of 
exception that a session and both the deliberations and subject of that session 
are secret. But what even parliament cannot do is determine that a resolution is 
secret. This is because a resolution has to be made known to all the people. 
These are some of the problems created in the process of defining secrecy. 


On the other hand, who is the person who asks about secrecy? It seems to me that 
the person who asks that secrets be safeguarded is the public servant who gains 
knowledge of a document because of his work. Had it not been for his work, he 
would not have gained knowledge of the document. But let's take, for example, a 
capable journalist whose function is to go after the news but who is not 
responsible for state documents. This journalist scores a success when he gets an 
exclusive news story. But the journalist's activities and the activities of every 
person remain restricted by the requirement that these activities cause no damage 
to the public interest. What does the word, damage, mean? 


What does public interest mean? It is here that the role of legislation comes 


in. As I said, the law must be deliberate so it can clarify all these implications 
in a manner that would not create much controversy. 


8592 
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EGYPT 


WAFD PARTY EXPECTED TO BE REVIVED 
Cairo AL-AHALI in Arabic 18 May 83 p 8 
(Article: "The Wafd, Will it Return?" 


[Text] The observer of political life in Egypt can note a number of things 
which, in their totality, confirm that the Wafdists have become significantly 
active during the past few months and which strengthen what is now being 
rumored about an imminent official declaration concerning the return of the 
Wafd Party to the exercise of its political activities, as well as a declara- 
tion of the formation of its official leadership. 


With regard to these developments, there was a meeting recently, the Friday 
before last, of members who form the higher committee of the Wafd. They met 
in a long working session to establish the broad guidelines for what could 
be called the "finishing touches" on the road to their return. 


Before we touch on the importance of this meeting, and its results, we should 
state that the meeting did not spring from nothing, but was preceded by numer- 
ous initiatives which we should stop to explain. 


Attention has been called to what occurred in the third conference of the 
Egyptian Committee to Defend Freedoms, which was held two weeks ago, where 
for the first time since the party was dissolved on 2 June 1978, a speech 
was delivered on behalf of the Wafdists. Observers saw this as an announce- 
ment by them that strong consultations were under way among them and that an 
exchange of views was being conducted at the highest levels of their leader- 
ship for the purpose of officially arranging the return documents. 


Observers see a connection between this announcement and other matters that 
have been surfacing during the past few months. 


Fu'ad Sarraj al-Din, the new chief of the Wafd Party, has been conducting con- 
tinuous consultations with representatives of the various national forces, in 
a serious attempt to draw a comprehensive chart of the political scene in 
Egypt to be used as a guide by the Wafd leadership which is preparing to enter 
that scene. 


The Wafdists have participated, at the recommendation of their leadership, 
in the membership of the Pan-Arab Committee To Support the Peoples of 


14 























Palestine and Lebanon which was formed in the aftermath of the Israeli inva- 
sion of Lebanon. 


Their participation has been effective and clear in the activities of the 
Egyptian Committee to Defend Freedoms, whose formation was announced 
several months ago. 


The climax of these developments was the meeting of the members of the higher 
committee, which we have referred to and which confirms reports that the 
Wafdists are now busily occupied in preparing a comprehen vive legal study 
which will discuss the various legal opinions concerning the possibility of 

a return, including the laws that led to the party's announcement that it was 
dissolving itself. The study will also answer various questions that are 
being raised. 


The Wafdists believe that law number 33 for 1978 concerning protecting the 
domestic front and social peace, a law which isolated politically those who 
had assumed ministerial posts or participated in party leadership or manage- 
ment prior to 23 July 1952 (except for the Nationalist and Socialist Parties) 
is a totally disregarded law and is more disreputable than any other 

Egyptian law. In this regard, they refer to the judgment that was issued by 
the administrative court of the State Council in favor of ‘Abd-al-Fattah 
Hasan, vice president of the party and former member of the People's Assembly, 
in the compensation ce © which he brought following his dismissal from the 
assembly based on that law. The judgment pointed out that it was imper- 
missible to issue characterizations of people or accuse them of undermining 
political life before the revolution without serious evidence. 


The Wafdists also believe, in their legal study, that since the decree 
dissolving the Wafd was issued by the party's higher committee, it also ms 
the right to issue the document of returm, especially since the dissolution 
was in protest over an unconstitutional law issued in circumstances that were 
stifling freedom on the national soil. Moreover, it is fundamental in form- 
ing parties that they stem from the people without any restrictions. Despite 
the fact that the Wafd praised its men, it certainly had to protest the re- 
moval of its president and vice president and some of the leadership as 
unjust and hostile, since they were the object of trust by the party rank 
and file. They consider it very strange that this law was prcemulgated only a 
short time after the former president issued a decree appointing Fu'ad Sarraj 
al-Din to be a member of the executive committee of the Socialist Union. 


In addition to the legal study, the party's platform is being amended in 
accordance with the changes and developments that have appeared on the local, 
Arab and international scenes. 


Wafdists believe that the most important of these changes on the local 

level is the fact that the climate is now suitable for partisan political 
action. This has made them consider a return, convinced that "the Wafd can 
easily be established at any time," according to Fu'ad Sarraj al-Din ina 
newspaper interview published in June i981, in which he stressed that return 
was dependent on a sa /ubrious climate. 
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They believe that the present climate is now different, since there is 

no sensitivity between them and President Husni Mubarak, who has declared 
that there was no animosity between himself and demands the interplay of 
all forces in Egypt, which opens the door wide, in their view, for hopes 
of a new era. They emphasize that they--and others--are a political force 
that cannot be ignored, that it would be advantageous not to ignore the 
Wafd, and that the Wafd must be recruited to serve the nation. They also 
stress in their consultations that they desire to participate in saving 
their country and offering solutions to the difficult problems that the 
government has been incapable of solving. They believe that if President 
Mubarak is working for the unity of the Arabs, chen the first step surely 
must be to work for the unity of Egyptians in these historic circumstances, 
in which the country needs the effort and sweat of every Egyptian. 


Observers are following at first hand the continuous reports concerning the 
return of the Wafd, since it would be special evidence and an important 
indicator of political life in Egypt. 


Political analysts believe that the Wafd Party—specifically--is a part of 
the Egyptian people's history that cannot be denied even by those whose views 
differ with them. It is worth noting that many persons who in the past 

were considered enemies of the Wafd now feel that its presence is a national 
necessity. They are headed by Engineer Ibrahim Shukri, chief of the 
Socialist Labor Party; Fathi Ridhwan, one of the leaders of the old 
Nationalist Party; Fu'ad Nushi, media secretary for the Labor Party; the 
lawyer Mustafa Mar'i ard journalist Mustafa Amin. The Wafdists believe 

that all these persons are overcoming their enmity because they are true 
nationalists who put the interests of the Egyptian people over every other 
consideration. 


The story of the Wafd's official activities during 1978 deserves recounting. 


The party's declaration was on 4 February 1978 and continued for close to 100 
days until the day that dissolution decree No. 2 for June 1978 was issued to 
suddenly lower the curtain. But the party continued in the heart of the 
mation, as they said, and in the midst of the masses. The funeral of ‘Abd 
al-Fattah Hasan was tantamount toa new plebiscite for the party 5 years 

after the dissolution decree, just as the funeral of the national leader 
Mustafa al-Nahhas in the 1960's was a plebiscite for the party that issued 
its dissolution decree along with other parties in the aftermath of the 

23 July 1952 revolution. 


During the 100 days, the Wafd announced its rejection of the initiative and 
visit of Sadat to Jerusalem. Its deputies in the People's Assembly, along 
with the deputies of the other grouping /NPUG/ and national forces, par- 
ticipated in the Assembly's debates about the initiative and all the other 
masses’ issues, even the elections of the Customs Office in Alexandria, 

which occurred as a result of the seat becoming vacant after the dismissal 

of al-Shaykh ‘Ashur. During May 1978, Mosques Square in Alexandria was the 
scene of a huge rally on behalf of the Wafd candidate. He delivered a compre- 
hensive speech in the midst of masses of people who had come from all over 
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the country to assert the "Wafd presence." That rally was a turning 

point for several matters. In the view of Wafdists themselves, the former 
president allowed those who were giving him bad advice to come between 

him and the Wafd. The then president felt that the party had become a 
danger to him, thanks to the secret reports being submitted to him by his 
agencies in the ministry of Mamduh Salim. Matters became tense and escalated 
rapidly. As soon as the battle of customs had passed, law No. 33 was promul- 
gated, and the party announced that it was dissolving itself. 


Observers also do not fail to point out the obvious Wafdist influence in 
the coulhcil of the Bar Association, among whose 20 members are 9 Wafdists. 
This increased Sadat's anger against the Wafdists, which was a part of 
his general anger against all his opponents. 


Therefore, the Wafd was and still is obviously active and present among the 
national forces., pressured by its leadership to think carefully about an 
official declaration of return. This might happen in the next few months, 
enriching political life and achieving to a great extent, Wafd participation 
in achieving a better future for the people, side by side with the other 
national and democratic forces. 


7005 
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EGYPT 


EGYPT'S GHALI INTERVIEWED ON REGIONAL AFFAIRS 
TA241356 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 24 Jun 83 pp 15, 16 


[Interview with Egyptian Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Butrus Ghali 
by Sha'ul Tzdaqa in Cairo on 20 June] 


[Text] Question: It was you who invented the term "a cold peace," right? 
Answer: Yes. 
Question: Is this an understatement? 


Answer: No, the fact that there are direct transportation links between the 
two countries, and that you were warmly welcomed by the Cairo people, is one 
thing. The fact that the two governments have arrived at a point in which co- 
operation is difficult for them is another aspect of the problen. 


Question: So that means that this expression does not include the informal 
relations between the two people? 

Answer: I agree; therefore, I use the term "cold peace." It exists at the 
government and establishment levels, not outside them. 


Question: Was the coining of the term a direct and inevitable result of the 
war in Lebanon? 


Answer: Of course. I believe that the philosophy guiding Anwar al-Sadat 

when he went to Jerusalem was "no more war." The Israeli Government, or the 
Sharon government, decided on a new war. This was a shock to the Egyptian 
public. What was the sense in signing peace, if war is declared in another 
place? If war is chosen as a way to solve a problem? We said to the Arab 
countries: See what a cultured country Egypt is? We sat at the negotiations 
table and negotiated with Israel. You should do so also. And all of a sudden 
they realize that instead of guarding the forces of peace Israel takes up ag- 
gression against an Arab country, against Beirut and against Sabra and Shatila. 
Our own public felt it was a victim of some fraud. Practically speaking, we 
went back to the starting point before al-Sadat's visit and we have to explain 
to the public: Yes, we have to begin a new peace process. 
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Question: You used the term "Sharon government." Do you differentiate it on 
purpose from the Israeli public? 


Answer: As far as I know the content of your political system--and I have 
known it for almost 6 hears--I am almost sure that Sharon played a very inm- 
portant role in this adventure, which is a disaster for peace. 


Question: To what extent does Sharon represent the political views of the 
Israeli citizens in your opinion? 


Answer: I was in Tel Aviv 1 week before the invasion of Lebanon and I learned 
that Sharon represents extreme stands reflecting the views of some sectors in 
Israel. This was also understood by some of your colleagues. 


Question: Do you think that now after his dismissal the extreme profile of the 
government will be lowered? 


Answer: We hope so. We hope that the elements who believe in peace, co- 
existence and the importance of the dialogue will win. 


Question: Dis Israel, in its war in Lebanon, ignore the framework of its 
relations with Egypt by drawing a line between Egypt and the rest of the Arab 
countries? 


Answer: Sure. The war complicated the whole process of peace. One of the 
messages we tried to pass on to the Israelis through Moshe Dayan, since my 
first visit there in November 1977, was that Egypt has an Arab aspect. If 
you think in terms of a separate peace with Egypt and forget the other Arab 
countries, your reasoning is wrong. There are 3 million Egyptians working in 
the Arab countries. And the Arab world is present here in Egypt. The peace 
which was signed should have been only the first step in a series of peace 
treaties, and we should have worked together to achieve this. 


Question: Is it possible to say that there is now normalization in Egypt's 
relations with the other Arab countries, compared to what existed 5 years ago? 


Answer: There was always normalization, but in a quiet, unofficial way. If 
you want to fly from here to another Arab country you are put on a 10-day wait- 
ing list. If you go to Cairo Airport you can see all the Arab airlines 
present there. 


Question: So, this is a "cold normalization...." 


Answer: No, I would say it is discreet normalization. You cannot talk of 
normalization because there are so many transnational interests between us, 
3 million Egyptians live in the Arab world, and even in a country with whom 
we are in a sort of cold war, like Libya, there are between 200,000 and 
300,000 Egyptians. The problem is that the Israeli Government, with its 
various experts, does not properly understand this Arab aspect. After a 6 
year relationship, this gives us a bad taste. We failed in convincing them. 
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Question: How do you see the results of the war in Lebanon now, after so many 
Israelis have actually come to the conclusion that it was unnecessary? 


Answer: There is no doubt that the war was a disaster and a loss to Israel 
in the limited sense of the word. However, if you look at it in the sense of 
peace, dialogue, coexistence and encouragement for the two parties to talk to 
One another--then this is the real disaster of the war. 


Question: Did Israel thus show that it does not know the map of the Arab 
world, including the system of interracial relations in Lebanon? 


Answer: Israel showed that it prefers short term solutions, such as a mili- 
tary confrontation, to a dialogue. 


Question: In your opinion, what did Israel hope to achieve with its action in 
Lebanon? 


Answer: I do not know. I only know the results: Ruining the peace process, 
ruining the stand of the peace supporters in Egypt. The war in Lebanon is like 
a pact between the extreme Arabs, the extreme Palestinians and the extreme 
Israelis. They all have one goas: They do not believe in peace and in nego- 
tiations among the Arabs, Palestinians and Israelis. If you examine the two 
camps you come to the conclusion that those who believe only in military 
confrontation won, and that we have lost this battle. 


Question: Did you consider severing diplomatic ties with Israel because of 
the war? 


Answer: No, we simply recalled the Egyptian ambassador. 

Question: Is there a more extreme step than that? 

Answer: I do not know what will happen in the future, but it is clear that we 
do not wish to encourage the extremists. On the contrary, we would like to 
strengthen the moderates, we would like to reinforce the peace camp in Egypt 
and in Israel. Let us be frank: We in Egypt also have extremists who are 
against the peace process. The fundamentalists who killed President as-Sadat 
are also fighting the peace process. 


Question: How powerful are the fundamentalists today? 


Answer: I think that their pewer is very marginal and they are not strong. 
They are the "Gush Emunim" of Egypt. 


Question: Was as-Sadat murdered because of the peace with Israel or because 
of internal problems in Egypt? 


Answer: The two are interrelated, you cannot separate them. 


Question: Nonetheless, the impression in Israel was that the fundamentalists 
attacked the president because of his attitude to Islam. 
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Answer: And also because of his attitude to Israel. You should read the 
papers. They wrote about it publicly. They even said it in the parliament, 
when we defended the peace treaty, and even in the Committee for Foreign Af- 
fairs. In the discussion of the Camp David accords we faced the opposition of 
certain fundamentalists in the Parliament. 


Question: The agreement between Israel and Lebanon has been signed. Why 
do you not send an ambassador to Tel Aviv? 


Answer: The ambassador in Tel Aviv is not connected to the agreement. He 
is connected to political atmosphere. What is the sense in sending an am- 
bassador if this cannot strengthen the peace processes? Such a step would 
be negative and meaningless. 


Question: Do you not think that the atmosphere has improved a little since 
the war? 


Answer: We need a change in the political atmosphere, and I cannot see such 
a change yet. 


Question: You cannot say that the attitude of the Israeli population to the 
war has changed. 


Answer: You are asking our public to know the details of your internal 


politics. The general impression is that the Labor Party did not say any- 
thing after the aggression began. 


Question: But does the Egyptian Government prefer the Labor Party to be in 
power? 


Answer: Yes, because as long as we do not discover that the Labor Party is 
worse than the Likud, we still have hope. I was the person who arranged for 
the roundtable with the Labor Party--with Shim'on Peres, Hayim Bar-Lev and 
Abba Eban. I was the person who specially went to Egypt [as published] to 
publish a joint declaration with Willie Brandt, Bruno Kriesky and Shim'on 
Peres. I was the person who sent an official delegation, headed by Mustafa 
Khalil, to be present for the first time at the party convention which elected 
Shim'on Peres as its leader. Our policy was to support Labor. Unfortunately 
Labor did not win the elections and showed weakness in face of the military 
adventure of Sharon and Begin. 


Question: Is there a difference between the first and the second Likud 
Government in your opinion? 


Answer: I will say this clearly: Yes. The agreement was signed thanks to 
two people. I do not wish to underrate the role of Prime Minister Begin, but 
in actual fact the two people with whom we worked on the peace were Moshe 
Dayan and 'Ezer Weizman. The day these two left the government was the day 
the peace progress regarding the West Bank and the Gaza Strip crumbled. They 
left the Government because of disagreement with the Likud policies. 
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Question: Soon I will come to the conclusion that in your opinion the agreement 
was forced on Menahem Begin, to a certain extent against his will? 


Answer: I did not say this. You ask me radical [last word in English] 
questions at 1500, and this is contrary to wnat we agreed upon. What I say 

is that two persons fulfilled a significant role in signing the peace treaty. 
First of all, in anything pertaining to the first contacts, which were very 
important, just as important as the agreement itself because we did not know 
each other then and it was like coming from outer space; the man who played 

a very important role was surely 'Ezer Weizman; and in the technical aspect it 
was Moshe Dayan. 


Question: In Israel it is thought that As-Sadat chose his peace initiative 
because Begin was in power. Was this really one of his considerations? 


Answer: I think the president was pragmatic. Who was then in power? 

Menahem Begin. You cannot say: I will postpone my visit until there is a 
change of government in Israel and a more flexible leader heads it. If I de- 
cide on a course of action, I should carry it out together with whoever has 
the power at the moment. If it is Mr Begin, then let us do it with him. 


Question: But it was only 4 months after Begin was elected to office. Was 
this a coincidence? 


Answer: Do not think that this was the reason As-Sadat chose to open his 
initiative just then. I think that after the failure of the mutual declar- 
ation in October 1977, after the failure to create any contact with Syria and 
the failure to initiate something in the style of Geneva, he decided that 
something drastic should be done in order to find a solution to the problem. 


Question: You probably know, and this was published in the Israeli papers, 
that Begin said a few times that As-Sadat used to call you Butrus when he was 
satisfied with you and Peter when he was angry with you. 


Answer: When we were in Jerusalem the president called me Butrus once and 
Peter once. Mr Begin asked me: What is your name, Butrus or Peter. I told 
him that in English my name is Peter and in Arabic it is Butrus. I joked and 
said that maybe I am called Butrus by him when he is satisfied with me. Begin 
added to it and said that Peter also means a rock, so that when I became a 
sort of obstructing rock [words indistinct]. 


Question: When will the autonomy talks be renewed? 

Answer: This does not mean that what was rejected yesterday will not be ap- 
proved tomorrow. We will not begin any negotiations without the Reagan plan 
and the participation of those involved. 


Question: The Reagan plan, then, is not dead, as many think? 


Answer: Nothing dies in politics.... 
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Question: Is not the demand to accept the Reagan plan the same as posing a 
precondition? 


Answer: No. When we began the talks without the participation of the 
Jordanians and the Palestinians, we were accused of conducting an initiative 
without being given a mandate by the sides connected to the problem. We 
said: Okay, we tried for 2 or 3 years. Now we say: We will not continue 
unless the Palestinians and the Jordanians are with us. 


Question: So it seems that the future we can expect is pretty grim, be- 
cause it is difficult to see how the Israelis or the Palestinians will accept 
the Reagan plan as a basis for talks. 


Answer: Why do you use the term "grim"? On 1 April we were on the verge of 
reaching an agreement, and if we were on this verge once there is no reason 
why we should not reach it again. 


Question: You do not connect the resuming of the talks to the withdrawal from 
Lebanon? 


Answer: Certaiu., not. 


Question: Do you justify the Israeli condition tying its withdrawal from 
Lebanon to a similar step by Syria? 


Answer: We do not express an opinion on the subject. Whatever is decided by 
the Lebanese Government will be respected by us and enjoy my support. This is 
a sovereign country that should decide what to do. 


Question: But you claimed that a Syrian withdrawal is undoubtedly in the 
Lebanese interest? 


Answer: Yes, I did say that, and again if the Lebanese Government does not 
see fit to demand the Syrian withdrawal we cannot intervene. 


Question: Has there been any change in Egyptian foreign policies since the as- 
sassination of al-Sadat? 


Answer: There is a difference in style, not policies. There is a difference 
in the personal approach, not in the content. In its essence, it stayed the 
same. The group of workers stayed the same as well. 


Question: How much did peace improve the Egyptian economy? 


Answer: First, the peace encouraged a big tourist movement to Egypt, Second, 
it opened the Suez Canal, which gives us $1 billion a year. Third, the oil 
fields bring us $3 billion a year. What is more important is that the Egyptian 
way of thinking changed. Instead of thinking in terms of military confronta- 
tion, the Egyptian technocrats now think in terms of construction, creation and 


cooperation. This is a very important thing which cannot be measured in 
monetary terms. 
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Question: What are your plans regarding the Sinai, and what has been done up 
to now? 


Answer: There are many plans. One of the most important is education. About 
100 schools have opened in the Sinai. We are trying to establish new vil- 
lages near al-'Arish. There is a plan to excavate the Sinai. I would not 
say that the plans are as big as what we had hoped for, but if you make a 


good analysis you come to the conclusion that many things have been done in the 
past 2 years. 


CsO: 4500/237 
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MOROCCO 


BACKGROUND OF NEW, RENAMED PARTY ASSESSED 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 284, 2 May 82 pp 19-20 


[Article by Mustafa al-'Alawi: "The Revival of the Democratic Party of Indepen- 
dence: Ouster of Maati Bouabid Requested as Step To Solv2 Morocco's Political 
Crisis" ] 


[Text | The impact that the establishment of the Constitutional Union by 
Morocco's Prime Minister Maati Bouabid had on the Istiqlal Party was no more 
unsettling to that party than the bitterness felt [by its members] after the 
revival of the Democratic Party of Independence. 


One of the factors behind this uneasy feeling is that, on the one hand, 
researchers lack the materials [they need] to write about the new party, the 
Constitutional Union, which was founded under considerable suspicion. Except for 
its founder, Maati Bouabid, and his friend, Abdellatif Semlali, the state's youth 
and sports writer, well-known figures had not participated in founding this 
party; and those who had promised to join the party retracted their promises. On 
the other hand, the revival of the Democratic Party of Independence and its 
return to the scene of activity is considered an event of considerable con- 
sequence in Morocco's political present. 


This party was founded on the day the Istiqlal Party was founded and has been 
part of Morocco's political life since 1944. So much so that national leadership 
in Morocco has been divided between two great men: Allal El Fassi and Mohamed 
Belhacon Ouazzani. Just as Egyptians consider themselves supporters of either 
al-Ahli or al-Zamalik [soccer teams |, Morocco's independence generation before 
and after independence considered themselves to be either "unionists" or 
‘“nationalists."" The "“unionists'' were followers of the Istiqlal Party, and the 
"nationalists" were followers of the Shura Party. 


The leaders of the two parties received equal treatment from the French colonia- 
lists: they were arrested together; they were exiled together; and they were 
released together. Outside the country the two men shared the tasks of calling 
for the independence of Morocco. Allal El Fassi concerned himself with the Arab 
East, while Mohamed Belhacen Ouazzani concerned himself with France. The latter 
was the first to organize the visit of the leader, Shakib Arslan to Morocco in 





* Translator's note: This party was called the Democratic Constitutional Party 
until March 1983. 
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the thirties. He did that while he was working as an editor with Arslan on the 
newspaper, LA NATION ARABE, which Shakib Arslan was publishing in Geneva in 1932. 


The Democratic Constitutional Party as well as the Istiqlal Party shared equally 
in the talks that ended with the independence of Morocco in 1956. Members of the 
Shura Party and of the Istiqlal Party also shared equally in the national armed 
Struggle against the colonialists. Neither Allal El Fassi nor Mohamed Belhacen 
Ouazzani took part in the first post-independence government [in Morocco], but 
both parties shared fairly and equally in positions and responsibilities. The 
participation of the Shura Party in the first post-independence government was 
manifested in the participation of the party's leading figures: Abdelkader 
Benjelloun, Mohamed Charkaoui, Abdelhadi Boutaleb and Thami Ouazzani. The daily 
newspaper, AL-'ALAM, came out every day along with the Shura Party's daily, 
AL-RA'Y AL-'AM. Just as the Istiqlal Party established its foundations everywhere 
in Morocco, so did the Shura Party, competing with the Istiqlal Party every step 
of the way. Large fortunes were made and major interests were created in 
connection with the Shura Party. Today, these fortunes and interests are still 
acting at will in the world of finance and business. But these fortunes have so 
far been alone, or more correctly, they were alone until the party was reestab- 
lished last March. 


Between the reality that all Moroccans experienced, when the reins of political 
and governmental influence were divided between the Shura Party and the Istiqlal 
Party and the situation that exists today, with the Shura Party having no 
presence whatsoever, the independence generation [in Morocco] has witnessed a 
typical process of extinction that is amazing. 


Although some Shura party members hold the Istiqlal Party responsible for the 
dissolution of their party, there was more than one factor that played a 
principal role in bringing about the demise of the Shura Party. First, there were 
the dreadful physical liquidations that Morocco experienced after independence. 
In the throes of the war for survival, these liquidations had targeted the staff 
people, the weli-known figures and resistance [fighters] of the party. The daily 
executions that were carried out in Casablanca, Tetouan, Fes and Larache were no 
less gruesome than the major massacre that had targeted party members at one of 
their meetings in Souk El Arba. Those who lived through these conditions are the 
ones who know best why those who survived did. | 


Second, the Shura Party was excluded from government after the Istiqlal Party was 
able to form the first harmonious government in Morocco. That was in 1958: (Alhaj 
Belafrih) was prime minister and Abderrahim Bouabid was deputy prime minister and 
minister of the economy. In the history of the Shura party this was a heavy blow. 
Its impact was heightened by the distant and elusive style which the late Mohamed 
Ouazzani used to deal with his men and with events. In addition to his extremism 
and the fact that he was influenced by European modes of government--and this 
made people look at him cautiously--he issued orders to his staff in the party to 
practice a full boycott. This began by having his representatives walk out of the 
National Consultative Assembly which was headed by Mehdi Benbarka. Shura con- 
ditions deteriorated when a decree was issued banning publication of the party's 
newspapers, AL-RA'Y AL-'AMM in Arabic and LA DEMOCRACIE in French. Ouazzani 
described his decision to boycott the first democratic body headed by Mehdi 
Benbarka as an expression "of protest against corrupt conditions in Morocco." 
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Wher a Shura leader is dissatisfied with a parliament headed by Mehdi Benbarka 
and when he describes it as a body that consolidates corrupt conditions, that 
fact shows the quality of the late Ouazzani's political thinking, may God have 
mercy on his soul. 


Third, Mehdi Benbarka was anxious for revenge. In 1959 he chose the most active, 
effective and energetic Shura Party members--Abdelhadi Boutaleb, Ahmed Bensouda 
and Thami Ouazzani--and had them join him in the coup that he organized against 
the Istiqlal Party. Together, they were founding members of the National Union of 
Popular Forces. This was the fatal blow that was dealt to the Shura 
Party and Istiqlal. . Although the National Union of Popular Forces became 
involved in major difficulties against the regime and was subjected to the 
vicissitudes of life, the king chose the dynamic people in that union to work 
with him. Since then the trio of Abdelhadi Boutaleb, Ahmed Bensouda and Thami 
Ouazzani have gone about their business, staying away from the Shura Party and 
from any political connection with the National Union. 


Fourth, important figures in the Shura Party became involved in business and ban- 
king, while one of the main figures of the party, Mohamed Charkaoui, became an 
in-law of his royal highness. Thus, political involvement for Charkaoui became 
embarrassing. Despite the casual participation of Ouazzani in the first national 
government that was formed by King Hasan II after he was crowned, Ouazzani had 
lost his enthusiasm. Had he been an indomitable mountain, he would have been 
destroyed by these experiences and ordeals. 


When he died on 9 September 1978, he was mourned by all Moroccan political par- 
ties. The public grieved over his death. As is the case with all great men, his 
death brought about the revival of his party. Some people say that his death 
brought about the revival of his two parties. On the one hand there is a tendency 
that includes his son ('Izz al-'Arab) who established the Mohamed Belhacen 
Ouazzani Foundation and resumed the publication of the newspaper, 'AMAL AL-SHA'B, 
which Ouazzani used to publish ia 1933. ('Izz al-'Arab) retained the name the 
Democratic Constitutional Party, which is the name that Ouazzani had given his 
party 10 years ago. Then there is the tendency of the active majority which 
revived the Democratic Party of Independence after a virtual absence of 20 years. 
This was done under the leadership of Thami Ouazzani and perhaps with the 
recommendation of all the old Shura Party members, those who were separated from 
the party as well as those who had remained close to it. 


The Political Program 


In addition to the new factors underlying events and influenced by the presence 
of a generation of the sons of old Shura Party members, there are the old given 
factors. These are summarized by party spokesmen who say that they constitute a 
normal return to what is right. They add, "Shura Party members did not enjoy inde- 
pendence and did not benefit from it. Even those in the Shura Party's Resistance, 
whose role in bearing arms against the occupation is undeniable, were never recog- 
nized as having the right to independence even though there are 600 men in the 
resistance. Our party also has deep roots in the desert. This is something that 
other parties have forgotten. They only remembered it long enough to use it as a 
tool to achieve certain objectives, to win votes and to yield to the will of 
local rulers." 
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New Shura Party members affirm an eternal relationship between their party and 
the throne. They base their assertion on the fact that those who claim today 
their loyalty to sacred causes did not offer for these sacred causes [the 
sacrifices] that the Shura Party offered before. Shura Party members do not 
believe that socialism is achievable before democracy is approved. Although the 
new officials are firmly intent on staying away from the rejectionist style of 
the party's founder, and although they are determined not to continue his 
extremist course, they are not ruling out alliances, especially with the organiza- 
tion that includes old fighters and resistance members: the Organization for 
Democratic Action which is headed by Mr Bensaid. This organization is sympathetic 
to the Socialist Union of Popular Forces. Intense communications have actually 
taken place [between them]. These almost ended in the creation of a front 
consisting of the Shura Party and the Organization for Democratic Action, had it 
not been for something that occurred to prevent this from tak-_ng place. The Shura 
Party was able to recruit some members of the Organization for Democratic Action 
and to choose Ahmed Redaoui, a media specialist in that organization, to become a 
member of the Political Bureau of the Shura Party. The attitude of that party 
towerd the present political situation is premised first on the request for the 
removal of Maati Bouabid's government as a basic solution to Morocco's social and 
political crisis. This would be just the beginning. 


It is for these and other reasons that the Istiqlal Party was more disturbed 
about the revival of the Shura Party than it was about the recent establishment 
by Maati Bouabid of the Constitutional Union Party. 


8592 
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ISRAEL 


APPOINTMENT OF IDF MANPOWER CHIEF YARON ANALYZED 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 22 May 83 pp 11 
{Editorial by Amos Carmel: "A Strange Appointment in the IDF"] 


[Text] An officer with the rank of brigadier general is now at the head of 
the manpower department in the General Staff of the IDF. After an unspecified 
period this officer will be promoted to the rank of major general and will be 
like the rest of his colleagues who are heads of departments. In the meantime 
he is in charge of officers of the same rank and is even superior to one offi- 
cer who outranks him - the Chief Rabbi of the IDF whose shoulders carry the 
rank of major general. 


It is reasonable to assume that this unusual situation will not impair the 
functioning of the new head of manpower. If he has the capability to take over 
the affairs of the department and those who are subordinate to him as major 
generals, he will also be able to do it as a temporary brigadier general. If 
he does not have this capability, even the missing rank will not help. Not 
only elementary logic but also experience teaches us that the new situation 
will not cause unuaual difficulties. After all, things like that have already 
happened. 


There were days, before the Six Day War, that the rank of major general was 
awarded only after a year of service in the appropriate position. And that 
year - a year of experience for everything - they command people of equal rank 
or even senior rank. The now deceased Assaf Simhoni, for example, served as 
Southern District commander with the rank of colonel and under his command in 
Operation "Kadesh" the then Maj Gen Haim Laskov moved as a group commander. 
Shmu'el Eyal served as head of manpower with the rank of colonel (until he re- 
ceived the rank of major general) and at that time Maj Gen Shlomo Goren was 
his subordinate in the position of the senior rabbi in the Army. The same 
could be said of other examples which will not be detailed now. 


The difference is due of course to the change in custom and also with circum- 
stances. Then all the major generals went through that regimen while now what 
is unusual is a procedure custom-made for one individual with a special back- 
ground. The Kahan Committee made its ruling regarding Yaron: The various 
legal advisors interpreted the ruling, the prime minister intervened and the 
result was a hybrid creation which sounds like a bad joke. Head of manpower, 
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yes, major general, no (for a period of time of course, and it seems that there 
is no pure logic or that the conclusions of the investigations committee are 
not being exactly followed). The Kahan Commission decreed that Brig Gen Yaron 
was not to hold a command position for 3 years in the IDF. A good question is 
what it wanted to achieve with that decree. A different question is whether 
the IDF has a senior position of brigadier general and above - which is not a 
command position (since such an officer directly controls uniformed personnel 
and a military employer is always a commander), and another question is if the 
head of manpower is also a commander. If the answer to this last question is 
No - if the head of manpower is not a commander and this appointment is allow- 
ed to Yaron - why can't he get the appropriate rank, as the position requires? 
If the head of manpower is a commander, how did Amos Yaron get the position 
before 3 years have passed? Will he wait 3 years to become a major general? 
Is not the head of manpower with the rank of brigadier general not a commander 
- and does this not contradict the recommendations of the distinguished com- 
mission? 


This should be remembered, the head of manpower - with the rank of brigadier 
general or major general, as a commander or not as a commander according to 

the Kahan Commission - is not only involved with data, the stationing and with- 
drawal of troops, those who are wounded and salary payments. He is respon- 
sible, for example, for recruitment (and therefore over the first contact be- 
tween the IDF and every youngster who enters its gates). In the military hier- 
archy he is the superior of the chief educational officer (and is therefore 

the one with the final word concerning all the educational activities, and the 
moral guidance and information of the IDF). It is not for me to decide whether 
Yoran is qualified after the Kahan Commission or without any link to that com- 
mission (and the question of the required qualifications for the position is 

a subject for a separate study). It is clear, at any rate, that the qualifica- 
tions or lack of qualifications are related to the position and not the accom- 
panying rank. It is also clear that the beating about the bush over the rank 
or the attempts to punish Yaron through the rank raise a few questions about 
past events. 


First of all they bring forth the recent past and actions of Ari'el Sharon, if 
the latter would have respectfully faced the conclusions of the Kahan Commis- 
sion, and taken upon himself the requested ministerial responsibility (which 
he promised to follow,) there would not have been the need to press for com- 
pliance with the final conclusions of the commission. A compromise could have 
been reached regarding the strange decree regarding Brig Gen Yaron. It would 
have been possible to think about not actualizing the 3 year command prohibi- 
tion. It would have been possible to refrain from the present mockery. 


Second, it is clear, that as expected, the system rattles. The new defense 
minister is involved with the Lebanese legacy of his predecessor. The prime 
minister was called to intervene in the matter while his hands were not com- 
pletely clean. The commission which decreed on Amos Yaron said something about 
the prime minister's responsibility but did not raise it to any personal level. 
The same commission did not exactly recommend keeping Sharon in the government 
but for some reason kept him - and thus created an opening for additional ex- 
ceptions. If Sharon is suited to serve, why not Yaron? If the commission is 
disregarded, why would they not try to do their duty by actualizing a non-ex- 
istent conclusion by preventing the promotion of rank which was not mentioned? 
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Thirdly and lastly, there are no norms for IDF ethics and conduct of command. 
Amos Yaron was declared as all right and not all right at the same time. It 
is possible that in the next stage he will be given the rank and it will only 
be decided to put him in the corner in the General Staff meetings. It is cer- 
tain that the IDF educational system will have a diffcult time explaining to 
the soldiers if a senior officer has done wrong, if there are restrictions for 
officers or whether there is logic by those who make the decisions. 


9944 
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ISRAEL 


STATUS OF NEW IMMIGRANT SOLDIERS DISCUSSED 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 19 May 83 pp 1, 11 
[Article by Emanu'el Rosen: “Immigrant Soldiers Are Neglected"] 


[Text] Immigrant soliders who are without their families go around Israel 
neglected and tormented, in a difficult emotional state, without the possibil- 
ity of solving their problems - a senior official in the Ministry of Housing 
told MA‘ARIV. 


"There are about 600 young immigrants who came to serve in the IDF who are all 
alone. Many of them serve in combat units, but improper handling by the auth- 
orities brings them to the brink of despair," said the man. 


Only a few are accepted in the kibbutzim and only those with funds can rent 
themselves rooms or apartments. Only a few are accepted for residence in the 
Jewish Agency hostels. Most of them are forced to reside during their months 
of service in absorption centers, sharing their room with other soldiers, with 
no privacy or desirable company. The fact is that the percentage of deserters 
among these soldiers is high because many are not absorbed into their units. 

A senior official in the Ministry of Absorption said: "There is also the phe- 
nomenon of leaving the country but we can not determine its scope with cer- 
tainty, since those who leave do not report about it." 


"I serve in a combat unit in the North," one of the soldiers reported. "Every 
two weeks I return to my little room in the Tiran dormitory in Nerzliya. It 
is a small miserable room which I share with another soldier. There is no one 
to help me, who will listen to difficulties, who will be interested in my wel- 
fare and will solve my problems. I often return late on Friday and then there 
are no stores open so I can buy food. I open cans of food that I brought from 
the base. The banks are also closed, and I am stuck with no money, spending 
my Sabbath in my room. In my unit they ask why I did not stay in New York to 
have the good life. I feel that my motivation is disappearing, and I don't 
know why they did not tell me abroad that it will be like that." 


The Tiran dormitory where this soldier resides is a last refuge and is con- 
sidered to be "the worst of the few" for single soldiers. In the Ministry of 
Absorption they say: "A group of dolphins have gathered there, completely 
without resources, who live like field mice."' The house manager states they 
can not live on 4800 shekels a month. 
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Out of the 26 soldiers registered at the Tiran there are two deserters who es- 
caped to the United States. Another one went abroad to visit his parents and 
has announced that he is considering whether to return. Most of the soldiers, 
especially those serving in combat units, are broken and lonely, and some of 
them even have emotional problems. 


In the Ministry of Absorption they are angry with the Jewish Agency, which is 
responsible for building housing for the newcomers, and with the government, 
which does not include the immigrants in its order of priority. Ina few 
months dozens of young, single immigrants will be recruited into the IDF with- 
out having anywhere to live. "For these young people, going to the Army means 
going to the street," they say at the Ministry of Absorption. It seems that 
David Levy does not like the new immigrants. Instead of building them apart- 
ments, he is building the territories." 


At the Jewish Agency they shrug off the accusations of the Absorption Ministry, 
saying that the government must decide about construction and only then can 
the Jewish Agency provide the implementation. 
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ISRAEL 


BURG CLAIMS KARP COMMISSION REPORT DOES NOT EXIST 
Tel Aviv HATZOFE in Hebrew 20 May 83 pp l, 2 
[Article: "Dr Burg - I Never Saw The Karp Report" ] 


[Text] The Minister of Religious Affairs and Interior, Dr Yosef Burg, said 
yesterday that the Karp Commission report does not exist. The minister made 
this statement at the award ceremony for the annual prize for research on the 
wisdom of Israel and community heritage, which is named after Dr Yosef Burg. 
The prize was awarded to Dr Yitzhak Gloska, from the Department of Hebrew at 
Bar Llan University. 


The minister of interior added that until now his office and the Israeli police 
had not received such a report. He added that all there was was an internal 
letter of Mrs Karp addressed to the government legal adviser, which also in- 
cluded an internal survey concerning several investigation cases. “Actually, 
this is a matter between Mrs Karp and the legal adviser," said Dr Burg. 


The minister of interior noted that the police are under the military govern- 
ment. The military government is sovereign in Judea and Samaria, and the mil- 
itary governor is the source of the authority for any legislation and legal 
arrangements. , 


The minister added that it is proper for the miJitary government to establish 
and activate its own system for enforcing the .aw, which would be suitable for 
the conditions existing in Judea and Samaria. The minister of interior sugges- 
ted that a special body be established similar to the civilian administration 
which was eatablished by the Ministry of Defense. 


At the beginning of his talk, Dr Burg stated that it was good that an agree- 
ment has been signed with Lebanon, since it could bring about a de facto, 
although not a de jure, peace. 


Dr Burg expressed bitterness over the fact that during the last few days there 
has been a leak in the dam relating to security matters. The minister was re- 
ferring to the fact that a television program on Wednesday reported on an in- 
ternal report that the chief of staff and a senior officer had handed to the 

defense minister. 











The prize named after Dr Burg was established by the organization of the local 
regional councils and Bar Ilan University. The chairman of the organization 
of the regional councils, Yosef Shine, came out in opposition to individuals 
in the Labor Party who have attacked Dr Burg recently. 


The dean of the faculty of Jewish Studies, Dr Pinhas Cohen, spoke about the 


qualities of the prize recipient and noted that Mr Gloska is involved in edu- 
cation and teaching. 


Yitzhak Gloska, 42 years of age, a native of Israel and a graduate of Bar Ilan 
University, conducted research on the influence of Aramaic on the Mishna. 

This work was done for his doctorate in the Department of Hebrew at Bar Ilan 
University. 


In his speech of thanks he stated, among other comments, that the heritage of 
the communities connects and unifies since the source is the same for all the 


communities. The ceremony was opened and conducted by the university vice 
president, Mattityahu Adler. 
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ISRAEL 


WEST BANK POLICY OF SHLOMO ILIA, CIVILIAN ADMINISTRATOR, DISCUSSED 
TAO11731 Tel Aviv 'AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 1 Jul 83 p 8 
[Commentary by Amnon Dotan: "A Policy of Lopping Off Heads"] 


[Text] The head of the Civilian Administration, Brigadier General Shlomo 
Ilia, has adopted the salami [last word in English] method as a policy 

in everything involving his attitude to the moderate elements in Judaea 
and Samaria. From many tours in the field and talks I have held with 
knowledgeable sources, it emerges that Brig Gen Ilia, after, not long ago, 
dismissing the chairman of the Hebron Village League, Muhammad al-Nasir, 
decided that this was not sufficient and he now says "off with his head" 
about Mustafa Dudin, the chairman of the village leagues movement's associa- 
tion. At the same time the director has begun to encourage and aid the 
extremist-PLO elements. These moves, as much as they reflect a turning 
point in policy, undoubtedly require an indepth and detailed examination. 


Indeed, when we review the series of actions by the head of the Civilian 
Administration, the picture becomes very clear: Since he entered office 
(at the end of 1982) Brig Gen Ilia began to suppress the development of 

the village leagues and curb the trends toward impetus and expansion they 
had at that time; trends mainly feared by the PLO, but not only the PLO.... 


In a series of rallies with mass attendances in Hebron, Hablah and Bil'in, 
the leagues movement proved that a large part of the public was prepared 

to follow it. Leaders of the movement, with Muhammad al-Nasir at their 
head, understood that a political movement that hopes to be a realistic 
alternative to the PLO must bring into its framework as many sectors as 
possible and broaden the foundations of its support to the towns. There- 
fore al-Nasir planned to turn the leagues into a political party covering 
the entire West Bank: "The Democratic Party for Peace." A "peace charter" 
was texted for this party as an answer to the PLO's "disputed charter." 


This charter was based on the following foundations: a) yes to Camp David; 
b) recognition of the state of Israel's right to exist within borders of 
peace and security; c) the negation of the PLO as the sole representative 

of the Palestinian people and rejection of terrorism; and d) a demand to 
honor the rights of the Palestinian people, with a political link with 
Jordan. The founding rally for the establishment of the party was scheduled 
for 12 February. 
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Brig Gen Ilia foiled this organizational activity while it was still in the 
womb. The rally was cancelled on the pretext that "conditions were not 

yet ripe for it..." A few days later it finally emerged what the conditions 
were that were previously not yet ripe.... All of a sudden Muhammad 
al-Nasir found himself dismissed by the director; after the act of dismissal 
Brig Gen llia began to ban participation in the Palestinian leagues by the 
movements’ members. It was only a last minute intervention by Defense 
Minister Arens that stopped the cancellation of the rallies. And after 
every political attempt had already been suppressed, Brig Gen Ilia decided 
that the "coffin" he had prepared for the leagues movement was not yet 
complete and now, since the time has become ripe, the political leader, 
Mustafa Dudin, must be eliminated. It turns out that it was decided to 
scorn the man, abase him and, on the operative plane, to ignore his leader- 
ship and work to dismiss him from his post as chairman of the Leagues 
Association. Instead of him, the administration is considering the appoint- 
ment of a judge from the Nabulus district court, Tahsin Mansur from the 
village of ('Azzuz). 


For the purpose of realizing this strategy, the administration head is 
using Jamil al-'Amlah, a businessman who acts as chairman of the Hebron 
League, and who was in fact "planted" by Brig Gen Ilia instead of the 
dismissed al-Nasir. The pair (al-'Amlah and Ilia) hold daily consultations 
and host each other as though they were partners. Senior elements in the 
Village Leagues were able to emphasize to me that the leagues movement was 
a voluntary Palestinian movement and under no circumstances a department 

of the Civilian Administration and that Jamil al-'Amlah was not a political 
man and did not represent the movement. Therefore the administration head's 
reliance on Jamil had no operative chance. They also added that al-'Amlah 
was not interested in a political movement and in any event not in the 
fight against the PLO, but in finance and good business. 


It should be noted that under al-'Amlah's leadership, the Hebron League 
has lost assets (up to his appointment it had been the most senior and the 
greatest of the leagues). Many villages have abandoned the league and 

the number of serious activists who are members of the league has been 
drastically decreased. It then emerges that al-Nasir's dismissal and the 
appointment of al-'Amlah in his place was, in fact, intended to serve 

two purposes: On the one hand, to precipitate the movement's disintegra- 
tion and block its development as a genuine alternative to the PLO; and, 
on the other hand, to promote Jamil al-'Amlah's economic interests. 


If all this is not sufficient, the spokesman of the leagues movement has 
recently been forced to "abandon" his service. Fu'ad Dudin, who filled 
this post with great skill, has been inexplicabl ‘orced to vacate the post 
of spokesman. In a talk I held with him, Fu'ad Dudin admitted that the 
post of spokesman was vacant and he was serving as an engineer in the 
Civilian Administration building. It is not inconceivable, then, that the 
explanation for his surprising retirement from the post of spokesman can 

be found here: There is room for the assumption that such materialistic 
sanctions were used against him as to leave him no choice. 








Brig Gen Ilia (whose activity had been focused on Lebanon) has no profes- 
sional background on the Palestinian question in general and the areas 

of Judaea and Samaria in particular. Nor does he have any administrative 
background in Judaea and Samaria. Therefore Brig Gen Ilia is showing a 
basic lack of understanding in anything connected with the streams and 
motivations existing on and under the surface. His basic lack of under- 
standing is not only in his inability to understand the significance of 
the leagues movement and the great potential in them as a factor which is 
both interested in and capable of breaking the PLO monopoly in the 
Palestinian cause, but also in his lack or desire and/or ability to cope 
with the PLO foci of power in Judaea and Samaria. A genuine expression 
of this is reflected in a continuous series of cases: 


- The nonrenewal of the restricting order issued against the dismissed 
mayor of Ramallah and member of the National Guidance Committee, Ibrahim 
al-Tawil, despite the continuation of his activity in PLO affairs; 


- That same al-Tawil is taking advantage of this fact to meet with three 
other senior members of the National Guidance Committee who meet in the 

home of Karim Khalaf in Jericho. As well as al-Tawil and Khalaf, Bassam 
ash-Shak'ah and George (Habzun) (the deputy chairman of the Communist 

Party) also took part in that meeting. It is worth noting that the National 
Guidance Committee was made illegal at the beginning of 1982 and in any 
event, any meeting within its framework is forbidden. And here, despite 
everything, this committee meets, with journalistic coverage (!) and the 
Civilian Administration does not react; 


- I have recently realized that Brig Gen Ilia seriously intends to bring 
the dismissed PLO mayors back to their posts--apparently as a prize for 
the great blow the PLO absorbed in Lebanon. Rafiq Halabi, who is close 
to Brig Gen Ilia, writes that the Civilian Administration will not oppose 
the return to their posts of two of the dismissed mayors (Voice of Israel, 
11 March 1983). 


A reinforcement of this trend by the Cvilian Administration has been given 
by other journalistic sources, according to whom Brig Gen Ilia has laid 
down no reservations and is prepared to bring back the dismissed mayors 
under the title of "civil service" [last two words in English] and dealing 
with "municipal affairs." Does Brig Gen Ilia really not understand what 
every child in Israel knows: that under the title of "municipal affairs," 
the mayors indulged in inflammatory activities in accordance with the 
directions they received from the PLO leadership? The dismissed mayors, 
after they are brought back to their posts, will, it is true, speak about 
electricity and drai age, but, on the other hand, it is absolutely clear 
what they wil? not sp ak about. They will not speak about recognition of 
the state of Israel und will obviously scorn the Camp David agreements 

and everything they involve. 





Against this background of these trends by the head of the Civilian 
Administration, it is also clear why one should treat the organizing of 
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a "marginal" committee on the lines of the National Guidance Committee 
calmly, and why restrictive orders against the PLO leadership should be 
cancelled if these are the trends of the head of the Civilian Administration. 
Who are we to question the "innocent" actions of the PLO members, who are 
being given a green light for their activities by the establishment? 


It was against the background of the results of the Peace for Galilee 

war and in view of the weakening in the PLO status that we could have 
expected a political initiative toward those moderate Palestinian elements 
who are repelled by the PLO and who are prepared to recognize and live 

with the state of Israel in peace. Ilia's policy has destroyed almost all 
of its best parts; in accordance with this policy, the leagues will, from 
now on, function as pipeline to channel funds for the development of the 
level of services in the villages--which is a worthy and honorable mission, 
per se--but, in this state of affairs, the political significance of the 
leagues will lessen and disappear. The leagues movement--like the moderate 
elements in general--will not be perinitted to set itself up as an alternative 
force to the PLO. 


Thus, in fact, Ilia's policy has regressed and is creating the same political 
vacuum from which PLO terrorism will rise to the status of sole representa- 
tive of the Palestinian population and the beginning of the path to autonomy 
and the continuation of the Camp David process will be blocked. In any 
event, after 6 months of Ilia's policy, what remains? 


The post-war PLO, instead of collapsing, is gradually straightening up. 

On the other hand, the moderates are gradually "lowering their heads;" such 

a skilled leader as Muhammad al-Nasir has been dismissed. The Hebron League, 
the most splendid and vibrant of the leagues, has been suppressed and is 
losing its value. Such a high-ranking politician as Dudin is "in the 
sights," while the spokesman for the leagues movement has, amazingly, been 
forced to leave his post. 


In the PLO chambers, both the overt and the covert ones, there is celebra- 
tion, while people in the leagues movement are worried and awaiting Defense 
Minister Arens. Only he, they are saying there, can put an end to the policy 
of chaos which has not an iota of wisdom in it. 


CSO: 4400/409 
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ISRAEL 


TOWN ADMINTSTRATION SET UP FOR SETTLEMENT 
TA051145 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 5 Jul 83 p 9 
[Report by Mordekhay Elkan] 


[Text] A town administration has recently been set up for the religious 
town of 'Immanu'el that is being built in Samaria, in anticipation of the 
arrival of the first group of settlers, numbering some 400 families (or 
some 2,000 people), after the Feast of Tabernacles [22 September]. 


The new town administration was established in Bene Beraq by a company 
called "Kokhav Hashomron" which initiated the establishment of the city and 
is actually building it. The town administration will move to 'Immanu'el 
next week. The administration staff consists of professionals who will 
activate all the local services provided to the residents. Heading the 
planning and establishment team for the new town administration is Colonel 
"Oded Alon, Reserves. Later on, a local authority will operate there. 


Two clinics will be opened in 'Immanu'el by Kupat Holim [Sick Fund] toward 
the arrival of the first batch of settlers. Approximately a quarter of 
them are new immigrants from the United States and Europe, among them five 
physicians. Two more doctors, Israeli residents, will also come to live 
in 'Immanu'el. 


Some 600 more families, of which some 20 percent are new immigrants, will 
arrive in 'Immanu'el within a year. 


The town is planned for some 30,000 residents in 4 years. 


The founder of the "Kokhav Hashomron" company and its general director, 
Rabbi Pinhas Ehrenreich, told MA'ARIV yesterday that he had appealed to 
the Jewish Agency and the Ministry of Absorption with a request to set up 
an absorption center in 'Immanu'el. 


The "Kokhav Hashomron" company, most of whose holdings are possessed by 
businessman Zalman Margolis from London, is planning to set up economic 


companies in ‘Immanu'el, to provide employment. 


CSO: 4400/409 
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I SRAEL 


BRIEFS 


IAI RESIGNATION--Due to significant differences of opinion with 

Defense Minister Moshe Arens, the director of the Israel Aircraft Industry, 
Dr Me'ir Davir, resigned yesterday. An industry spokesman explained yester- 
day that Davir resigned for "personal reasons." The differences of opinion 
between the IAI director and Minister Arens surfaced shortly after Arens 
stepped into his job. Recently, these differences have become more pro- 
nounced. On Saturday, the two met for a long discussion in the course of 
which it became clear to Dr Davir that Arens intended to replace him. 

Davir announced his intention to resign and the Defense Minister did not 

try to persuade him to the contrary, but asked only that he accept another 
position within the defense establishment. Dr Me'ir Davir was appointed 
director of the IAI in September of last year, after the previous director, 
Gabri'el Gidor, resigned due to differences of opinion with then Defense 
Minister Ari'el Sharon. Yesterday, Dr Davir announced his resignation to the 
IAI board of directors. It appears that he will move into a senior position 
in one of the firms owned by business entrepreneur Sha'ul Eisenberg. Rumors 
had been rampant the last few weeks within the IAI about plans for implement- 
ing changes in senior management. Sources within the defense industry claim 
that these changes are politically motivated as well. Among other things, 

it became clear that due to pressures brought to bear by Finance Minister 
Yoram ‘Aridor, a Likud man will be appointed to a senior position in the IAI's 
manpower division. The Defense Minister's communications advisor, Nahman 
Shai, aenied claims yesterday that changes in the IAI wre politically motiva- 
ted. Within the IAI management there are fears and a prevailing atmosphere 
of uncertainty due to rumors indicating that the director's job and other 
senior positions will be filled by outsiders. Even among workers, surprised 
and angry reactions were expressed yesterday regarding the management 
changes, especially now that the industry is facing production difficulties 
related to the Lavi fighter planes. /Jext/ Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in 
Hebrew 16 May 83 p 2/7 9811 


FATIGUE, FOUL-UPS AT EL AL--El Al pilots are complaining about numerous tech- 
nical breakdowns in aircraft as a result of the prolonged immobilization of 
equipment. They are also claiming that the negative implications of their 
labor agreement are causing fatigue among crew and pilots. The pilots' 

union has even turmed to the civil aeronautics administration with the demand 
that the working conditions of flight crews be examined. Sources in the 
administration admit that the staff "is not happy" with the existing 
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regulations which require excessive working hours. The airport administra- 
tion says that it is not unreasonable to demand that the crews work according 
to the provisions of the labor agreement. The pilots claim that there has 
recently been an increasing number of pilots and crew members complaining 

ot fatigue and overwrk to company doctors, due to excessive flight hours. 

As far as breakdowns in the planes are concerned, the firm's administra- 

tion has received more reports than ever before on technical foul-ups, 
particularly with regard to Boeing 70/7 airplanes, which wre idle for 

around 4 months. There have been breakdowns in the hydraulic system, engine 
problems and leaks due to the fact that the planes were not in service for 
several months and because the planes in question are old. The subject of 
breakdowns has been the focus of El Al administration discussions. A top 
official in the company's management replied yesterday that El Al maintenance 
systems are among the best in the world and that no plane takes of unless 

it is completely fit to fly. There have been breakdowns in old systems where 
repairs were delayed due to increased flights in this season. As far as 
fatigue among crew members. the management replied that "Compared with 
working conditions in the past, the crews are now expected to conform to the 
rules and regulations set forth in the labor agreement, and they are 
apparently not accustomed to this kind of discipline. ([Text/ (/Tel Aviv 
MA'ARIV in Hebrew 16 May 83 p 10/7 9811 


GENDER-SPECIFIC GENETIC ENG INEERING--At the Hadassah Medical Center in 'En 
Karem (Jerusalem), a team of scientists has successfully separated human 
genes into male and female components. The initial report on the successful 
experiment was issued tw weeks ago by the head of the team, Professor 

Yosef Shenkar at a conference of the Israeli Fertility Society in Tel Aviv. 
The system, developed in the research laboratory of the OBGYN department at 
the ‘En Karem Hadassah Medical Center, is based on the use of a culture con- 
taining human albumen to which sperm is added to generate male genes. 
Hadassah scientists, who nave been working on the research for around a year, 
examined the genes after separation and determined that the genes are bio- 
logically active, indeed, that they are capable of an even higher fertility 
rate than regular genes. The next step in the research will be an experiment 
using these genes to fertilize human egss, by using the genes of the father 
to artificially inseminate the mother on the day of ovulation. Professor 
Shenkar reports that separating the genes will help inhibit the development 
otf hereditary diseases which strike only one of the two sexes. In the system 
developed at Hadassah for separating genes, the parents will, in 80 percent 
ot the cases, be able to plan the sex of their child. The system developed 
at Hadassah, using chemical materials, parallels research being conducted in 
Tokyo, mainly based on the use of electricity to separate the genes. In about 
another 2 months, an intermational conference will be held in Ireland on the 
subject of gender-specific genetic engineering, which will apparently be 
attended by the heads of the Hadassah research team, to exchange opinions 

and ideas on the topic. ffText) [fel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 13 May 83 p 2/ 
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NEW GALILEE SETTLEMENTS--Yesterday a ministerial committee for settlement 
affairs approved the establishment of two new communal settlements in the 
lower Galilee and according to the plan, the committee is supposed to author- 
ize in its coming meeting the establishment of three new settlements in the 
Arava: two kibbutzim and one communal settlement. The settlements that were 
approved for establishment in the Galilee are the communal settlements "Giv'at 
Sha'al" near Kibbutz Kabberi and "'Ilot," which will be established in the 
center of lower Galilee and will absorb 410 families. In its meeting yester- 
day the committee approved for the first time in a long while the establish- 
ment of settlements only within the area of the Green Line. [Text] [Tel Aviv 
MA'ARIV in Hebrew 23 May 83 p 2] 


SETTLERS AT UNAUTHORIZED SITE--Contrary to the decision of the ministerial 
committee on settlement affairs, a temporary settlement--Yo'ezer--has been 
established in the southwestern part of Samaria. The settlement is enjoying 
support from the Jewish Agency's land settlement department. Here is a 
report by our correspondent Yafa Glick: [Begin Glick recording] One of two 
settlement nuclei belonging to the Herut movement, assigned to inhabit the 
new settlement of Yo'’ezer in Samaria, actually settled in a temporary settle- 
ment 8 months ago, without formal approval. The 15 families belonging to 

the nucleus decided to establish facts in the field before the permanent 
settlement is established, and are not prepared to accept any more settlers 
who have not passed the qualification test, as per their acceptance committee 
regulations. This conflicts with the policy of the Ministry of Housing 

and Contruction. At the same time, the Jewish Agency's land settlement 
department has taken action to improve the housing conditions at the tem- 
porary site, and the Samaria Regional Council is supplying the settlement 
with services. These days another 15 families are to join the settlers 
there. [end recording] [Text] [TA0Q30625 Jerusalem Domestic Service in 
Hebrew 0505 GMT 3 Jul 83] 


GAZA SETTLEMENT--Gaza, 3 Jul (ITIM)--The first 70 families inhabiting the 
settlement of Neve Deqalim in the Gaza Strip will begin moving into the site 
toward the beginning of the next school year. A lottery will be held this 
week among the families sorted out and approved to settle there, to determine 
which families will inhabit the first housing units. It shouid be noted 
that so far some 500 families have applied for the campaign to populate the 
Gaza Strip. They are interested in joining agricultural settlement frame- 
works in the Moshavim throughout the Gaza Strip, and most of the families 
are nonobservant. So far, four settlement nuclei have organized out of 

those families, and they include some 180 families. [Text] [TA0O30951 Tel 
Aviv ITIM in Hebrew 0945 GMT 3 Jul 83] 


YOUTH FOR ISRAEL MOVEMENT--Right now former Chief of Staff Refa'el Eytan is 
making a speech to members of the Youth for Israel Movement [Tze'irim 
Lema'an Yisra'el]. This evening the movement's members are holding their 
first meeting in Tel Aviv as part of a new political organization. Our 
correspondent on party affairs Nisim Mish'al reports live from the rally. 
[Mish'al] This is the founding rally of a new movement called Youth for 
Israel. It is an apolitical movement, the organizers say, whose aim is to 
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give expression to the love of Israel and the country's national values. 
This movement, according to the basic principles, will work against the 
divisions eating up every part of the country, against the phenomenon of 
moral degradation that has spread throughout Israeli society, against the 
PLO ideology and so on and so on. The guest of honor and the man who will 
in the future accompany [yelave] this body's activity is former Chief of 
Staff Refa'el Eytan. Some people say that this movement is close to the 
Likud and may serve as a springboard for Refa'el Eytan's incorporation into 
the Likud. [Excerpt] [TAO052007 Jerusalem Domestic Television Service in 
Hebrew 1900 GMT 5 Jul 83] 


HONDURAS COFFEE, TECHNOLOGY EXCHANGE--The Israeli ambassador to Central 
America, Moshe Dayan, said at the end of the week, that Israel will apparent- 
ly send arms to Honduras if an emergency situation develops. Dayan spoke 
with reporters during a visit to Honduras, intended, he said, to expan 

trade relations between Honduras and Israel. Israel supplies technological 
aid to Honduras in exchange for coffee. Military sources recalled that in 
1977, Israel sold a squadron of Super Mystere planes to that country. [Text] 
(Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 15 May 83 p ]/ 9811 
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LEBANON 


LEADERS OF LEBANESE NATIONAL RESISTANCE FRONT INTERVIEWED 
Nicosia AL-HURRIYAH in Arabic 22 May 83 pp 22-24 
{Inteview with front leaders by Nu'man Muhammad ]j 


[Text] Armed struggle, the escalation of military operations against the 
Zionist occupiers of Lebanon: this is the true answer, the clear statement, 
and the resonating voice which issues from the Lebanese nationalists in order 
to express their resolute patriotic position against the occupation, its 
lackies and those who profit from it. 


Here are the leaders of the Lebanese National Resistance Front, which 
expresses via practical, struggle-fiiled action the steadfastness and 
revolutionary quality of the Lebanese people, and their rejection of opres- 
Sion and the occupation. 


AL-HURRIYAH magazine did a long interview in a comradely spirit which dealt 
with the struggle-filled line of the Front and the horizons of the Front's 
development, as well as its position vis-a-vis the deals currently being 
struck, its full concept of Lebanon, and its struggle together with the 
Palestinian revolution with the goal of achieving the one goal of expelling 
the Zionist invaders. It also dealt with the Front's historic ties to and the 
integration of its struggles with the other Lebanese nationalist forces for 
the sake of building a united, democratic, independent, Arab and nationalist 
Lebanon. 


The leaders of the Lebanese National Resistance Front had the following 
answers to AL-HURRIYAH's question: 


[Question] When was the Lebanese National Resistance Front formed, and what 
is its program of struggle? 


[Answer] The call to build the Lebanese National Resistance Front was issued 
after the encirclement of Beirut, more exactly in the period when the vanguards 
of the Palestinian resistance began to leave Beirut. At that time a call 

was issued by some of the parties in the Lebanese National Movement, on the 
basis of the political diagnosis which was widespread at that time, according 

to which the imbalance in the balance of power both domestically and in the 

Arab world as a whole was unfavorable for the nationalist forces, while the 
occupation was extensive and nowhere near its end in terms of security, politics 
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and economics, its goal being to eliminate the nationalist circle in Lebanon, 
the nationalist circle in Egypt having already been eliminated, since Lebanon 
used to form a launching base and a beachhead in the confrontation with the 
extant inimical projects. 


On the basis of this analysis of the dimensions of the American plan to 
reorganize the region along American lines so as to gain control over it, 
plunder its wealth, uproot the Arab movements of national liberation and 
impose complete surrender on the region; taking as a starting point our 
knowledge of our practical abilities; and relying upon the experiences of the 
peoples in facing similar situations, it is our estimation that armed struggle 
is the way to go in this stage, with reliance on the superb nationalist 
resources of the masses and on the mode of long-term warfare against the 
imperialist projects and the occupation. 


The Front's Battle Plan is Armed Struggle 


Our battle plan consists of one basic principle: to fight the Zionist enemy 
until the Lebanese homeland if freed from all forms of occupation, whether 
direct and indirect. 


We raised this slogan fully aware that there are numerous agents who have 

tried to propagate the theory of the Zionist enemy which says that its army 
came only to exterminate the Palestinian Liberation Organization and its forces 
who by their activities had caused a great deal of harm to large sections of 
our masses and of the patriotic Lebanese fighters. 


We were completely aware that there were many such deluded types who believed 
that the Zionist invasion came to give them Lebanon on a plate of gold and 
who on the basis of this delusion devoted themselves to activities which can 
only threaten the unity of the country and the basis of its being. 


Despite our awareness of this, we did not deal with these agents and deluded 
types in our operations, so that things would not appear at the start as if 

we were trying to settle scores still left over from the civil war, and so 
that we would not give the Zionist enemy a propaganda excuse according to 
which there was no way for the Lebanese tq live together. In addition, we 
wanted to appeal to the desire for unity--if we can say this--present among 
all Lebanese, so that they might join the fight against the main and essential 
enemy: the Zionist occupation. 


Therefore, our operations were clear in their orientation; their only target 
was the occupation army. 


We Reject the Negotiations and Their Results 


[Question] What is your position on the Zionist-Lebanese negotiations and 
the American role in them? 
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[Answer] We have announced from the beginning our rejection of the "negoti- 
ations" which are taking place, since it is our conviction that negotiations 
at the least take place between equal forces. When there is an imbalance of 
forces in favor of one side, then the negotiations become nothing more than 
the imposition of conditions. 


Looking at the balance of power inside Lebanon, we find one side which dictates 
its terms, which is the American-Israeli side, and another which accepts and 
submits to these terms, which is the Lebanese side. 


These terms amount to abandonment of the unity of Lebanon and the dignity of 
its sons, and threaten Lebanon with the dissolution of its current being as 
its core. 


We think that the Zionist aggression basically took place with a green light 
from America and with American diplomatic support on all levels. All Lebanese 
remember the American veto which was constantly used in the Security Council 
to block any punishment which the international community tried to impose 

on Israel. 


The Lebanese remember--especially during the war of Beirut--that the cutting 

off of the water and electricity from the quarters of West Beirut occurred by 
an American decision and was also reversed by an American decision. In addi- 
tion, the standard bombs and cluster bombs and all the devices of destruction 
used were American. 


Since we understand the bases of the American plan with regard to our Arab 
region, which foresees the division of the Arab homeland into mini-states 

and entities and the continuation of the imperialist plundering of our wealth 
and works as well to arm Israel and make sure that it will always continue 

to be a gross impediment blocking any attempt at an Arab nationalist revival 
or even Arab unity...since we understand this, it is impossible for us to 
imagine that America has come to play the role of mediator or savoir. Rather, 
it has come to pluck the fruits of the operation which it planned and for the 
execution of which it gave the orders. 


We take as a starting point also our understanding of the nature of the 
Zionist invasion, which came to realize the genuine and original desires of 
the Zionist enemy for our water, economy and wealth, as well as t’ try to 
create racist entities which would justify the Zionist entity and assure its 
complete controi in the mist of weak and divided entities. 


With the presence of the invading army on the lion's share of Lebanese 
territory, our view was that these negotiations would not lead to anything 
but acceptance of the Zionist conditions, since the time was ripe for the 
achievement of Zionist ambitions for settlement-building which have been 
present from the days of Ben Gurion until today. This became clear with the 
announcement of agreement made after Schultz's visit to the region. 











We Are at the Heart of the Lebanese Situation 


[Question] How will the forms of mass and political nationalist struggle, 
that is, the armed struggle which the Lebanese National Resistance Front 
is leading, be completed? 


[Answer] We, as a Lebanese national resistance front, think that at this 
stage, in the shadow of the presence of the occupation, armed struggle is 
the best way to fight. 


However, we do not neglect the role which other forms of struggle, such as 
political and mass struggle, can play in supplementing armed struggle. 


We make use of all political and mass movements in order to move the Lebanese 
nationalist masses, and we work for the escalation of the armed struggle in 
order to serve these movements. 


For instance, we derived great use from the movements of our masses in Sur, 
Jibshit, al-Burj al-Shamali, ‘'Adlun, Barja, Baysur and all the struggling 
villages, wich reveal in a palpable fashion day after day the true Zionist 
desire in Lebanon. 


[Question] How realistic is it to consider the Lebanese National Resistance 
Front a basic factor in the Zionist--Lebanese conflict and the solution of 
Lebanon's domestic problem? 


[Answer] The importance of the Lebanese National Resistance Front cannot be 
measured by the quantities of arms it possesses, nor by the number of armies 
which it can draft. Rather, its importance lies in the basic program it has 
drawn up and followed as a way to liberation, which is armed struggle. 


This program is supposed to form the basic threat to the interests of American 
imperialism in the battle and so to Israel. 


This program is distinct from the theory of lengthy preparations which have 
continued from 1948 to this day, kept the Arab masses in the position of 

an observer, and suppressed and held back the Arab masses from igniting their 
nationalist energies with the excuse that preparations had to be made for the 
battle, at a time when it was necessary to firmly establish democracy for 

the popular masses. 





This program depends on encompassing the widest section of the nationalist 
masses, both in Lebanon and in the Arab world. It indicates clearly the 
road that must be taken. Beginning with this point of view, we can say that 
we are playing the central role in the current conflict as a focal point for 
varied and specific practice. What determines that is not our quantitative 
power but our importance inthe program which we have laid down and followed. 


We look to the horizon which the front can reach through impelling the 
nationalist energies of our masses, This is where the importance of our role 
in the current conflict lies, We are now playing a united role by renewing 
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the national framework in the face of the fundamental danger embodies in 
the Zionist occupation, despite the agents which no homeland is free of, and 
who will be eliminated directly once the occupation ends. 


The special qualities of the Lebanese situation have shown clearly that the 
war was not for one single day a Zionist-Palestinian war fought in Lebanon, 
as they wanted to make it seem. On this basis, they tried to divide the 
country according to sectarian slogans in which those who shouted them had an 
interest. 


Despitethe stubbornness which the services system has shown in Lebanon, it 
has been proven that there is no possibility of continuing merely to practice 
economic Arabism; neither can the duties imposed by the nation's identity 
within the Arab context be avoided. It has also been proven that there is no 
possibility of building a Lebanese fascism on the model of the European fas- 
cisms, which would then undertake to unite the country via some traditional 
reforms which it could present; moreover, this fascism can only be a limited, 
sectarian, minority fascism at the expense of the broadest segments of the 
masses. It cannot lead to the unification of the country; rather, its task, 
as has been clear up until now, will be to support eagerly the rending 

part of the country and its division. 


We are fully aware that American control, with which a unifying role is 
associated, does nothing more than enforce the Israeli conditions, which 
produce only a reappraisal of the entity of Lebanon, in addition to the 
Zionist project of dividing the country and obstructing its unity. 


In the face of these fascist, power-oriented projects of the Americans and 
the Zionists, the sole realistic program which answers the aspirations, 
desires and interests of the broadest segments of the masses who ar# hurt 

by the rulings of the imperialist domination of the country and submission 
to the Zionists" conditions, and which wish to see it freed from the claws 
of fascism, is that of the Lebanese National Resistance Front. This program 
consists of fighting the occupation and its local terrorism, in order to 
attain a united, democratic, free Arab Lebanon which is completely and 
totally independent. 


Lebanese Independence Must Have Certain Basic Principles 
[Question] How do you envision true independence for Lebanon? 


[Answer] In the beginning one must say that in order for independence to 
be genuine, one must first build its foundations. 


True independence consists of building an independent, productive economic 
base for the country. This economic independence provides the basis for 
independent political decisionmaking ability. All this supposes encouragement 
and broadening of the country's productive sectors which consist essentially 
of agriculture and industry. For the services system, which is tied to 
middleman capitalism, which is based on joint sharing of the plunder by the 
foreign market and the Arab and domestic market, cannot participate in real 
economic development and is incapable of building genuine independence, since 
the condition for its further existence is that it continue to work for the 
lords. 
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This economic sub-structure called the "services system" on the Lebanese 

plane is what has the current superstructure which amounts to the predominance 
of semi-feudal and precapitalist relations, which in turn have firmly implant- 
ed political sectarianism as one of the factors in the constant reproduction 
of backwardness which continues and is justified by what is old and inherited. 


All democratic conflicts and struggles for the sake of change have been 
blocked and forced into a sectarian mold and then presented to the masses 

as a struggle occurring essentially to defend their interests, since it is 

a defense of the destiny of the sect itself. This domiuant mentality, which 
has the slogan of protecting the entity and its destiny--which is to say 
protecting privileges and interests--is what has tempted one army after 
another under the slogan of sovereignity and independence. 


With this mentality it is impossible to achieve true independence. Rather, 
it makes such independence and the building of the foundations of a united 
nation impossible. 


We Benefit From the Experience of the Palestinian Revolution 


[Question] To what extent is your struggle tied to the armed struggle of 
the Palestinian revolution, since armed struggle is the principle form of 
joint struggle? 


[Answer] We think that what happened in Lebanon will remain one of the 
purest and most noble pages of Arab history, since unity in struggle was 
created between the Lebanese and Palestinian peoples. We still believe that 
the issue of Palestine is the heart and continuous motivating force of the 
conflict, and that the idea of Arab nationalism which the issue of Palestine 


’ 


constantly kindles is the fundamental antithesis of Zionist thought. 


We do not consider it surprising that our sole and essential support came 
to us from the masses on the occupied territories, whether in the form of 
the disturbances and demonstrations which were organized or by means of 
material aid and donations collected hurriedly in order to support the 
steadfastness of the Lebanese and Palestinian peoples in the Lebanese 
theater of operations. 


There is no doubt that we benefit from the experience of those who were in 

the same trench with us from among the Palestinian revolutionaries. We depend 
on the joint suffering which occurred during the seige of Beirut in its 

finest and truest form. 


We draw strength as well from the stones which the sons of the Palestinian 
people throw in the faces of the occupier on the West Bank and in Gaza, We 
think it has become difficult, if not impossible, to separate the Lebanese 
cause from the Palestinian. The Zionist project had its beginning in Pales- 
tine. In Lebanon, they are trying to repeat the experience, in order to 
implement the original Zionist goal of achieving the dream of Greater Israel. 








The Palestinian and Lebanese peoples are working on the land of Palestine 
and Lebanon in an unwritten form of integration to strike the one enemy in 
order to achieve the two peoples' aspirations for true national independence. 


On the level of our daily struggle, the Palestinian revolution and the masses 
of its people are not stingy about giving all required types of support in 
all areas to the degree they can, since they think this to be the simplest 
duty they can undertake to fulfill vis-a-vis our Lebanese people, acting 

on the principle of joint struggle and united interest in the defeat of the 
Zionist occupation. 


[Question] What is the extent of coordination and cooperation with the units 
of the Lebanese National Movement in the joint struggle for the sake of 
defeating the occupation? 


[Answer] One can say that the units of the Lebanese National Movement have 
adopted the struggle of the Lebanese National Resistance Front and announced 
their support for it. Some parties announced that early on, since the first 
operations, as a result of their analysis of the nature of the conflict and 
their understanding of it. Others announced their support after the true 

goals of the negotiations began to be uncovered, as well as their sterility and 
and their oppressive quality with respect to the future of Lebanon's fate. 


One can speak of a type of integration--though it may not have been agreed 
on in advance--among the democratic opposition, which is carried out by the 
Lebanese nationalist units against the fascist hegemony which is seeking to 
revive the Lebanese civil war, and the armed struggle led by the Lebanese 
National Resistance Front against the Zionist Enemy, since the occupation 
cannot be defeated unless its domestic tools are defeated, and vice-versa. 











LEBANON 


BALANCE OF PAYMENTS FIGURES SHOW NET GAIN 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 328, 4 Jun 83 p 5l 


[Text] The Lebanese balance of payments recorded a net surplus of 264 million 
dollars at the end of 1982, despite the cruel circumstances which Lebanon 
faced before and after the Israeli aggression. 


This surplus was due to an increase in the foreign assets of the Bank of 
Lebanon, while the foreign assets of the commercial banks declined. 


The Bank of Lebanon's net foreign assets rose from 1.875 billion dollars 
at the end of 1981 to 2.970 billion at the end of 1982, for an increase of 
1.095 billion. 


On the other hand, net foreign assets of the banking system fell from 2.744 
billion dollars at the end of 1981 to 1.914 billion at the end of 1982. Thus, 
the net surplus in the balance of payments (assets of the Bank of Lebanon 
less bank assets) is 264 million dollars. 


The change in net foreign assets of the banking system from period to period 
reflects the result of change in the components of the balance of payments. 
Net foreign assets, valued in dollars, fell from about 4.630 billion dollars 
at the end of 1981 to about 4.147 billion at the end of June 1982. That is 
to say, during this period the balance of payments registered a deficit of 
483 million dollars (for the first half of the year). The source of this 
deficit, to be more precise, was a decline in transfer payments from Lebanese 
working abroad. 


With the return of a great deal of trust in Lebanon's future, following the 
elections for the president of the republic and Israel's withdrawal from 
Beirut, transfers gushed in from abroad, and some foreign capital entered as 
well, all of which raised the net amount of foreign assets (valued in 
dollars) to about 4.770 billion dollars by the end of November 1982. 
Therefore, the balance of payments achieved a surplus of about 140 million 
dollars total during the first 11 months of the year. 


In the last month of the year, political optimism continued, despite the 
caution resulting from the situation in the regions. Transfers from abroad 
continued, since the Bank of Lebanon, in the last month, bought a very large 
amount of dollars, which raised the balance of payments surplus by the end 
of the year to 264 million dollars. 
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Therefore, it can be concluded that the Bank of Lebanon's net foreign 

assets rose as a result of the bank proceeding to buy dollars between Septem- 
ber and November in order to prevent a big decline in its value due to related 
factors which had led to an improvement in the price of the Lebanese lira in 
terms of dollars. 


On the other hand, the net foreign holdings of the banking sector declined 
noticeably as a result of the decline of the dollar and as a result of the 
fact that a portion of the foreign deposits held by residents were changed 
from dollars to Lebanese lira. Residents’ deposits in foreign currencies 
fell from 3.200 billion dollars at the end of 1981 to 3.011 billion dollars 
at the end of 1982, which means there was a fall of 189 million. 


This relatively noticeable decline reinforces the view which says that the 
basic factor behind the improvement in the price of the lira last year was 
transfer payments from abroad, even more than it was the exchanging of dollar 
deposits by residents for Lebanese lira. 


Though the surplus achieved in 1982 equals half that achieved in 1981, the 
true comparison has to be done with the results of the second half of 1982, 
which reflected a surplus of about 800 million dollars. It must be pointed 
out that most, if not all, of this surplus was achieved in the short period 
between the presidential elections and the end of the year. This record 
surplus was the prime factor behind the quick improvement in the price of 
the Lebanese lira, the ratio of which has now reached 20 percent. 


In reality, the improvement in the lira exchange rate caused a change in the 
percentage of deposits held in foreign currency out of total bank deposits. 
This ratio fell from 45.2 percent at the end of December 1981 to 29.2 percent 
at the end of 1982, which is what it was at the end of 1976, falling there- 
after to 23.8 percent at the end of 1978. 


This block of deposits held in foreign currencies, which, despite its decrease, 
is still unique among countries with free systems, will still have a hidden 
influence on the development of the lira exchange rate this year, as a result 
of the political and security situation in Lebanon and of direct possibilities. 
If these circumstances allow the lira exchange rate enough of an opening, 
deposits held in foreign currencies will be changed to lira, with further 
pressure on the dollar. 


CSO: 4404/424 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


INTERVIEW WITH DIRECTOR OF AGRICULTURE IN WESTERN REGION 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic No 753 25 May 83 pp 14-16 


[Interview with Professor As'ad Jumjum, general director of agriculture and 
water in the Western Region; date and place not specified: "The General 
Director of Agriculture and Water in Western Region to AL-YAMAMAH: There Are 
Countries Granting Animals Counterfeit Health Certificates. Growing Wheat 

in the Western Region Unsuccessful. Sheep and Cows Arriving in Our Country 
Which Are Afflicted With Dangerous Diseases"] 


[Text] Agriculture and water have great importance for our life and our situa- 
tion, since agriculture makes up an important dimension of the economy, especi- 
ally in view of our country's vast area, the serious attempt being made to 
increase the green surface area, and the promotion of agriculture in a way 
consistent with the ambitions of our country's future. The same is true of 

the sea water desalination projects and the role they play in supplying the 
cities and villages of the kingdom with pure water. It is necessary to be 
informed about the most important current and future agricultural projects as 
well as the situation of Saudi farmers and the positive and negative aspects 

vf the level they have reached. In this conversation with Professor As'ad 
Jumium, the general director of agriculture and water in the Western Region, 

we note many things as he replies to numerous questions. 


[Question] What are the most important current and future agricultural projects 
in the Western Region? 


[Answer] The Ministry of Agriculture is currently focussing on making water 
available for both drinking and agriculture. 


As concerns drinking water, his highness the minister of agriculture, in his 
capacity as chairman of the desalination board, is interested in the matter. 
Brother ‘Abdullah Al-Chaliqah, the desalination chief, is interested in making 
drinking water available to all citizens by means of desalination. As I am 
sure you are aware, desalin.cion has now spread to all parts of the country 
despite its high cost. The state, however, makes desalinated water available 
to the people for a symbolic price which really amounts almost to nothing when 
compared with the real costs. We now have a desalination project in Makkah 
which will provide the venerable city of Makkah and the city of al-Ta'if with 
about 25 million gallons a day. To this will be added other, natural sources 
amounting to 70 thousand cubic meters per day, according to the department of 
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water and sewers. The local water will be mixed with water from other natural 
sources, since filtered, 100 percent pure water is not good for drinking. 
Therefore, we must mix it with well water from the wells which supply Makkah, 
such as ‘Ayn Zubaydah, Wadi Bani ‘Umayr, al-'Abidiyah, Wadi Al-Nu'man, etc. 
These waters will be pumped to the heights of Makkah, from where they will flow 
to Makkah, and then be pumped to al-Ta'if. In al-Ta'if, naturally, the water 
will be mixed with water from natural sources located there. Desalinated water, 
as I am sure you know, is clean and sterile. Whether the city dweller drinks 

it filtered or with a certain percentage of salts added really doesn't matter, 
since he regains these salts by eating vegetables. It is different for the 
villagers. I remember that before the roads were asphalted, especially in 

Diba and al-Wajh, the inhabitants had no vegetables, while their water came 

to them sterile and pure. Thus, their bodies were in need of salts. As for 
now, I believe there is no problem, thanks be to God, since roads now connect 
all parts of the kingdom and vegetables are to be had both in the cities and 

the villages. Despite all this, we treat the desalination electrodes with 

lime, to increase the percentage of salts, since our natural water sources, no 
matter how much they have increased or how numerous they have become, still 

are not equal in any way to the output of desalination, which is large. So we 
have no choice but to use the lime to increase the percentage of salts, the 
desired object being to raise the quantity of salts to 500 parts per million 
(PPM), meaning that there must be 500 parts for every million cubic centimeters, 
for the amount of salts to be proper. It can be increased to 1000 to 1200 parts, 
but any more than this and the water becomes a little hard. 


As for 3,000 to 10,000 parts, we treat it via (reverse filtration?). If it's 
sea water, it is subjected to (reverse filtration). However, the process of 
vaporization is the dominant one in the kingdom, that is, with respect to 
drinking water. 


As for agriculture, I would like to point out that the ministry is now interested 
in constructing dams. Work is now in progress on the Wadi Fatimah dam in the 
area of Khulays. The dam has been designed, but actual work will start at the 
beginning of next year, if God wills. 


The dam will be at the top of the valley, at al-Khawar, to be precise, and 
will supply the area of Khulays with streams. The usefulness of these streams 
lies in their ability to keep the water from flowing uselessly to the sea, 
thereby raising the water level in the wells again. The farmers will benefit 
and their wells will become again as they once were, so they will be able to 
farm. 


[Question] This is something good and humane, especially since the citizens 
in Khulays and Wadi Fatimah have left their farms due to the scarcity of water 
and their inability to make use of stream water. 


(Answe-*] What you mentioned concerning the scarcity of water is correct. It 
is a cause. However, unfortunately, many people imagine that the farmers in 
Khulays and Wadi Fatimah have left their lands due to the scarcity of water, 
though that is not the main reason. The main reason is that the people then- 
selves have abandoned farming for other reasons. They have turned to nonagri- 
cultural kinds of work and to government jobs, etc. 
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[Question] Speaking of Khulays, AL-YAMAMAH once did a story-of-the-week on 
Khulays with the title "Khulays: Will it Die Twice?" I don't know what your 
opinion of this issue is. Do you think AL-YAMAMAH was right to do that story? 


[Answer] The story was excellent and the magazine was to publish and distribute 
it. I don't say this to flatter, but in truth, since I read the whole thing, 
word for word. We have made ready in fact all the means and possibilities 

which can help the citizens farm. However, as I told you, the factors which 

led to this are many. In Khulays, the situation is improved now. 


[Question] A little while ago, you mentioned the disinclination farmers in 
the Western Region have toward farming. But what about the owners of capital? 


[Answer] Naturally, the disinclination is very large. As for the large owners 
of capital, they are the ones engaging in mechanized agriculture on big land- 
holdings. Unfortunately, in the Western Region there are no large holdings of 
agricultural land. If you were to go to Wadi Fatimah or Wadi Khulays, for 
example, you would find most agricultural land being held in units of 100 to 
200 dunums. On the other hand, we can find other places in the kingdom with 
large landholdings such as Tabuk, the area of Al-Qasim and the Eastern Region. 
The large owners of capital there go in for huge agricultural projects. Luck- 
ily, they are succeeding remarkably and producing enormous benefits for this 
country with what they produce on their farms, especially with regard to wheat, 
the main nutritional product, in which we have almost reached self-sufficiency. 


[Question] Wheat farming? 


[Answer] Wheat doesn't do well in the west because it likes cold regions. By 
us in the west, most of the cold areas are mountainous, as you know, no matter 
whether it's al-Ta'if, or al-Bahah, or Baljurshi or some other area. The best 
place in the kingdom for wheat production is al-Qasinm. 


[Question] Can one say that the Western Region has reached self-sufficiency 
in vegetables? 


[Answer] Of course not. How can we arrive at self-sufficiency when our 
farmers do not want to farm? Then, too, the farmers who used to plant vegetables 
have stopped as well. 


[Question] In this case, how can we protect the local farmers? 


[Answer] When we reach the stage of self-sufficiency in our production, then 
we will forbid the importation of vegetables. As for now, we are not able to 
stop them. You have noticed, certainly, how the prices go up in frightening 
fashion whenever some shipments are delayed in coming to market by a few days. 
If we reach the stage of self-sufficiency and the stage of mechanizing the 
growing of vegetables and grains like wheat, then we will stop everything from 
coming to us from abroad and make do with our domestic product, if God wills. 
The ministry is currently undertaking a consciousness-raising campaign among 
the farmers. What we find pleasing is that many capitalists are turning to 
agriculture, especially to poultry farms and sheep and cattle-fattening. 
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There are many project owners who have come to us, and if God wills, their 
projects will soon get started. I'd like to point here by way of example to 
two projects, the Faqih and Yathrib projects, on the road to Khalid Tahir City. 
These are two model projects without a doubt, since they set up their farms and 
then built fodder factories on them so that they do not have to import fodder 
from abroad. 


In Fagih, you will find one of the largest fodder factories in the Middle East. 


[Question] It has been noticed that sick sheep and cows are entering the 
kingdom and causing harm to our animal wealth, especially during the season of 
the Pilgrimage. In your view, what solutions can be used to protect our domes- 
tic animal wealth from being infected by these diseases? 


{Answer} What you have mentioned is true. I have before myself now a secret 
letter from the department at Jiddah concerning imported sheep sick with ovine 
smallpox. The sheep belong to a trader whose name I do not want to mention. 

The problem in general is that some countries certify that sheep and cows have 
been immunized when in fact they have not been, but have been brought from the 
pasture to the ship and so to us. They arrive ill with smallpox, cattle plague, 
or (aburamh). These are very dangerous diseases, since if they strike one 
sheep, the contagion will be transmitted to the rest of the herd and then wipe 
them all out. 


There are other nations that are most careful about granting correct certifi-~ 
cation. Their livestock comes here 100 percent healthy. However, we have 
started to innoculate everything that arrives, no matter what country it's from. 
If the livestock is ill in fact, then the innoculation does no good and does 

not work, and the animals go to the slaughterhouse or to their owner's stockade, 
where they get sick and die, since we are innoculating against infection. We 
have now demanded the construction of a holding area which all imported live- 
stock would go into, without leaving until a certain period, to be set later 

by the experts, had elapsed, so that we could be sure about their soundness. 
During the last Pilgrimage season, in fact many people did import sheep and 

cows on the grounds that they were sacrifices. Unfortunately, it turned out 
that all of them were contaminated. This gave us a lot of problems after the 
Pilgrimage, as all our veterinary units were working day and night to combat 
this disease. In the south of al-Qunfudhah, one farmer brought in a cow which 
was left over after the Pilgrimage which infected all the animals in the 

region. 


[Question] But why don't you forbid the citizens to import animals from coun- 
tries which commit many such violations? 


Answer] This is a good suggestion, and I support it. I have made a list of 
the names of certain countries and will write to the concerned agencies in order 
to forbid importation fromthese countries. 


[Question] Let us return now to our first topic, which was a discussion of 


agriculture. What is your opinion on setting up an agricultural institute in 
the Western region? 
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[Answer] I think agricultural institutes must be located in agricultural 
regions. As for the Western region, it does not need an agricultural institute 
to be set up here, since its ‘andholdings are small, while its output is small. 
Rather, big agricultural reg ons like Jizan and ‘Asir need such institutes. As 
for us, I believe that we don't need these institutes. Don't we know, after 
all, that the farmers' sons are not working in agriculture? Then, too, the 
graduates of the agricultural institutes and colleges absolutely refuse to work 
in agriculture, although the purpose of these same institutes is to graduate 
youth who will revive the farms of their fathers and families. 


[Question] It has been noted that the village agricultural offices are now 
passing through a period of inactivity, especially in the last years. They 
exert no efforts and have no role worth mentioning. I mean the offices con- 
nected to the Jiddah region, such as Khulays and Rabigh. 


[Answer] Rabigh is not an agricultural region. As for Khulays, it was an 
active agricultural region, but now, what with the withdrawal of the water from 
the valley and the turning away of many farmers from agricultural work, whose 
sons have in turn acquired education and become engineers and teachers or been 
sent abroad in missions, it no longer is. You will find that the exodus of the 
villagers to the cities has become a highly visible phenomenon. I think that 
had we prepared for the people of the villages the things which are found in the 
cities, then they would not have been compelled to leave their farms and 
villages and migrate to the cities. They would have stayed in their villages 
and participated in reviving their region in a better fashion. By way of 
example, television does not reach the villages of al-Kamil, Khulays and Adam. 
The citizens there exert great effort in order to see the station with its 
various channels. Television has given these areas the short end of the stick, 
though they are inhabited areas. It is not reasonable that the people of these 
villages should be treated with one standard and those of the city with another. 
I personally have spoken with the minister of information about these villages 
and others, and he promised me he would do something. If God wills, he will 
keep his promise. No one denies the role of the media in the current period. 
Television has programs on agriculture and on raising livestock and animals. 

If the farmers were to see them on the small screen, they would become aware of 
many things. 


As concerns the agricultural offices, I agree with you that they are unsatisfac- 
tory. I admit that there has been some inadequacy insome of the offices. The 
cause of this, most unfortunately, has been the disinclination of young Saudi 
agricultural engineers to work in the villages and their desire to focus on 

the general districts. Those who are appointed to the Western region want to 
work in Jiddah, and those who are assigned to 'Asir want to work in Abha, while 
those who are appointed to the Riyadh region want to work in Riyadh and those 

who are assigned to the Baridah District want to work in Baridah, etc. We want 
to send agricultural engineers to administer the village offices, but they 

refuse that, and this is truly one of the biggest problems we are facing. 
University youth who we were pleased to see graduate and who are from the area 
refuse to work in the villages, despite the fact that they are usually from the 
villages. We want to send one of them to take over administration of the offices 
in al-Kamil, Khulays or Adam, for example, but they refuse that and come to us 
with weak excuses. 











Unfortunately, I have found that someone from Khulays does not want to work in 
Khulays, and that someone from al-Lith does not want to work in al-Lith. The 
reason is that they think only of material things. They say that in Khulays 
there are no commissions, whereas if they work at the district level, they will 
get commissions to go anywhere they want. This is a big problem we are suffer- 
ing from. 


There are situations which we do not wish foreigners to get mixed up in. It 

is our duty to make sure that the people who go to study them will be Saudis. 
An example would be landholdings. Say someone wants to own or survey some land. 
In such a situation we send only a Saudi with him. If a foreigner were to go 
with this person that would mean he would live here for a certain period of 
time and then go to his country. How could we find him then? As for the 
Saudi, he will be afraid, since he is in this country. If a report comes to 

us from a foreigner, we do not accept it. The directors of the offices spoke 
to us about this, and we told them that if they had no Saudis to do the job 
they should write to us and we would send them some of ours. The same is true 
for the labor importing process. We will not let anyone but a Saudi survey the 
land. 


(Question}] Is there cooperation between the Ministry of Agriculture and the 
Ministry of Communications in asphalting the roads in the agricultural regions? 


[Answer] Of course. Cooperation is occurring. The Ministry of Communications 
writes to us and asks that we introduce them to the people of the areas where 
the roads need to be built. 


‘Question}] What do you think about using greenhouses in agriculture? Is 
this method being used in the Western region? 


‘Answer}] Of course it's being used. It is a good technique, without a doubt. 
However, we have unfortunately noticed that most greenhouse owners have 
switched from using them to grow vegetables (cucumbers, tomatoes, eggplant, 
etc.) to growing decorative plants, since they have found that this is more 
profitable than growing vegetables. They can sell a decorative plant for 100 
to 150 riyals, while a tomato plant, for example, cannot produce more than 20 
rivals, the reason being their inability to compete with imported vegetables. 


‘Question}] Therefore, the problem remains and requires intervention on your 
part in order for local farmers to be helped and protected, especially since 

you admit that the turning away from agriculture by farmers is due to their 
inability to compete with imports. Are we to leave the farmers in their current 
state? This will mean the problem will get bigger. Or do you see some suitable 
solutions to the problem of protecting them? 


Answer} Do not forget that the state gives the farmers much help in the form 
of equipment, machinery, seeds, etc., at half their value. The Agricultural 
Bank participates to the tune of 45 percent of value in the equipment the 
farmers take. The state also makes it easy for them to call in help, if they 
need something done, from any country they desire. In addition, it supplies 
them with veterinary aid for free, as well as providing protection and spraying 








tor their crops and agricultural guidance for free. Everything the farmer needs 
the state gives him. He need only work. As for the bank, as I mentioned, it 
gives the farmers half value, in addition to providing a comfortable repayment 
plan. 


[Question] There is another question to be answered. Is there follow-up on 
the farmers who take aid from the bank by the district? What guarantees that 
the workers brought in by a farmer 2re really working in agriculture for him? 
Are there certain measures you can institute to make sure that these things are 
proceeding as they should? 


[Answer] Naturally, what you mentioned has happened. The committee for 
importing foreign labor writes to us concerning some parties and we then go to 
them to see if, say, someone who requested 20 workers has too many. Are all 
these people really working for him? What happens is that many farmers bring 
in workers and then leave them in the streats, in exchange for a fee. Go to 
al-Sittin street in Jiddah and you will see for yourself hundreds of laborers 
left in the streets looking for work. 


We have become aware of these matters now and have started scrutinizing every- 
thing. We do not let every fellow on the sidewalk to be brought in for work. 
Instead, we send messengers to see if such-and-such a farmer really deserves 

the help or not. We have also found a certain neglect on the part of the farmers 
for the agricultural equipment which they get in the form of assistance. Some 
take equipment assistance and then suddenly abandon agriculture, meaning that 
these pieces of equipment are neglected by them. 


[Question] Are there ways in which the agricultural district office in the 
Western region encourages the farmers? 


[Answer] The district, as a part of the agriculture ministry, encourages the 
private sector via the agricultural bank as well as through the providing of 
protection and agricultural guidance, in addition to veterinary services, 
treatment, fertilizers, etc. 


Naturally, we have other means of encouraging the farmers to stay on their 
farms. We send out teams to all the areas belonging to us who then nominate 
model farmers. We have acquired from some merchants valuable prizes which we 
present to the farmers as gifts, according to their importance. The first 
gets a plow, five get water pumps, and the others some fertilizer, while the 
remainder get seeds, etc. We will then give a party in their honor. 


[Question] On the basis of what conditions do you choose the model farmer? 
[Answer] Naturally, priority goes to the person who depends on himself and 

his sons in running his farm. After him comes someone who has only a few 
workers, organizes his farm and takes good care of it, etc. 

‘Question] It was noticed last year that many date palms in the Western region 


became diseased, so that most of their fruit fell off. What are the causes of 
that, and what might the solutions be? 
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[Answer] The disease that struck the date palms last year resulted from the 
streams which came and upon which the date palms are dependent. The farmers 
should have informed us as soon as the fruit started to fall off, so that we 
could have realized what was going on from the start. The precise cause was 
that an insect came with the streams and so caused a large percentage of the 
fruit to fall off, though not all. If a farmer realized what was going on and 
informed us, then we sprayed his date palms and the situation was corrected. 
Luckily, date palms are highly resistant to disease. Previously, an insect 
called the ‘sayladi’ came to us, attacked the lemon trees and wiped them out 
in the region. We have now brought the farmers a number of lemon trees which 
we are selling to them at symbolic prices. For example, we sell a plant which 
costs us more than 20 riyals for 10. This amounts to compensating the farmers 
for what they lost. A while ago, some engineers informed me that there is an 
insect that eats the sayladi insect but not the lemons. This is a good thing. 


Most unfortunately, we have found that the date farmers are abandoning date 
farming and have come to depend on the foreign labor that has been brought in, 
though the experience of the people of the kingdom in date cultivation is 
better than that of any foreigner or expert. They are leaving the palms though 
they know about their illnesses and everything connected with those illnesses. 
If we bring in any expert in the world, we will find that he has only a theo- 
retical knowledge or the date palm. The date palm is considered the mother 
tree in our kingdom. If all the citizens were to plant date trees and a famine 
were to occur in the world--may God forbid--we would be able to be independent 
of everything abroad, since dates are said to be able to supply all the body's 
nutritional needs. 


12224 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


BOYCOTT OF FOREIGN COMPANIES--The UAE Economy and Trade Ministry has issued 
eight resolutions on boycotting a number of international companies due to 
their relations with Israel. The resolutions were made at the request of 
the Israeli Boycott Office in Abu Dhabi and in implementation of the recom- 
mendations of the conferences on the Arab boycott of Israel. The resolu- 
tions provide for boycotting for U.S. companies and other companies from 
Britain, France, Kenya, India, FRG, Greece and Cyprus, in addition to the 
Swiss Rothschild Bank. [Excerpt] [GF180413 Manama WAKH in Arabic 1420 GMT 
18 Jun 83 GF] 


PER CAPITA INCOME--Per capita income in the UAE was 95,000 dirhams last year, 
10,500 dirhams less than in 1981 and 9,000 dirhams less than in 1980. This 
came in statement issued by the UAE Planning Ministry on the economic situa- 
tion in the UAE. [Summary] [GF251325 Doha QNA in Arabic 1140 GMT 25 Jun 83 
GF] 


"FUEL CRISIS' IN POWER STATIONS--Power stations in the northern UAE emirates 
are facing a very acute fuel crisis because the UAE petroleum establishment 
has stopped supplying them with fuel because they have not settled their 
debts to it, which amount to about 400 million dirhams. AL-ITTIHAD AL-'USBU'I 
has learned that it was decided 2 days ago to halt power from Adh-Dhayd 
which has been supplying the Ra's al-Khaymah areas with power since last 
summer. An official source at the Ra's al-Khaymah power station has said 
this measure was taken to attentuate the burden of the Adh-Dhayd power 
station which is suffering from a fuel crisis. The source noted that the 
areas of the port, (Al-Humraniyah), Al-Kharan, (Ad-Daqdaqah), and (Khuzam) 
have been connected with the An-Nakhil power station after the stopping of 
power from the Adh-Dhayd station. The source said the new burden on the 
An-Nakhil power station will hasten the likelihood of power being halted 
which has been predicted if no urgent measures are taken to provide fuel 
for the station's turbines. The source said three areas suffered a limited 
disruption from the power station. However, this disruption had nothing 

to do with the fuel crisis but was due to technical problems. He said 

the problems were quickly solved and power was restored to the areas of 
Al-Ma'murah, (Ad-Daqdaqah), and Shamal. [Text] [GF0O11308 Abu Dhabi 
AL-ITTIHAD AL-'USBU'I in Arabic 30 Jun 83 pp l, 4] 


cSO: 4400/410 








AFGHANISTAN 


POLISH DAILY REPORTS TALKS WITH AFGHAN LEADERS 


AU201245 Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 15 Jun 83 pp 6, 9 


[Zygmunt Broniarek report: "Talking With Afghan Leaders"--passages between 
slantlines published in boldface] 


[Text] /Within a single day, nay, within a single afternoon, I was able to 
talk with Babrak Karmal, secretary general of the Central Committee of the 
People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan and head of the Revolutionary Coun- 
cil, and with Soltan Ali Keshtmand, Politburo member and prime minister. I 
think that the fact that I was able to have this talk while I visited Kabul 
for the short period of a week was of political significance, because the two 
Afghan leaders told me a great deal about the importance they attach to 
Afghan-Polish relations. 


/There are two reasons for this: Like Afghanistan, Poland has gone through 

an acute crisis, whose effects the two countries still continue to experience. 
Moreover, Afghanistan realizes that the two countries are exposed to especially 
sharp attacks launched by the West’s extreme rightist forces. It is no ac- 
cident that President Reagan proclaims "Afghan Days” and "Polish Days."'/ 


While reporting on my talks with Afghan leaders I will stick to chronology 
and not to the protocol: I was received by Soltan Ali Keshtmand before I was 
received by Babrak Karmal. The first meeting took place in the small palace, 
which is used by the prime minister, which was built in the thirties in the 
traditional ornamental style, and whose furniture is a little antiquated. 
Screens are its characteristic feature. "We have screens here like those in 
India," my interpreter, who had been together with the prime minister to at- 
tend the New Delhi "summit," told me with a smile. 


Actually, I could have done without his services, even though he is so ex- 
tremely good. Soltan Ali Keshtmand greeted me in English, and although he 
talked to me in modern Persian, he understood my questions perfectly well 
and would fntervene from time to time, speaking in English. He is a little 
over 50 and answered my questions rapidly and resolutely. 


"War Without Declaration" 
He spoke primarily about the “war without declaration" which Afghanistan is 


waging against the counterrevolutionary forces enjoying support in Pakistan 
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and partially in Iran, but he also said: "We want our relations with Pakis- 
tan and Iran to be normal and we are making efforts toward this end. As you 
know, talks are now going on in Geneva between Afghanistan and Pakistan 
through the good offices of the UN Official Cordovez, although we would 

like to continue these talks without any intermediary. We hope that it will 
be possible to solve all Afghan-Pakistani differences by peaceful means, but 
this must not be the achievement of only one state. /The primary point: is 
that the interference with our internal affairs be halted. We take the view 
that if Pakistan and Iran conduct themselves with reason, an accord wiil be 
possible, which would help achieve lasting peace in our area of the world."/ 


I asked him how he evaluated the Delhi "summit" from the Afghan point of 
view. "The 'summit,'" he replied, "has produced positive results. /Its 
general tendency, including speeches, proposals, and resolutions, was anti- 
imperialist and antimilitarist./ Reagan and all U.S. reactionaries wanted to 
make a great noise around Afghanistan. /They have failed./ As a nonaligned 
country, the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan enjoyed a high prestige at 
the conference and played an important role during it." 


As for domestic matters, the Afghan prime minister stressed two issues. The 
first was the agreement with tribes, nationalities, and ethnic groups. 

"This agreement is faring well," he said. "Why? Because the revolution is 
taking place in the areas in which these people live. The achievements of 

the revolution are their own achievements. /It can be said without the 
slightest exaggeration that at present our tribes, nationalities, and ethnic 
groups are completely equal. Their leaders know this better and better, which 
is important because they have authority among their own peoples and their 
words count. Their moral strength is an important factor in bringing the 
tribes, nationalities, and ethnic groups closer to our revolution."/ 


The second issue the prime minister discussed was the efforts to promote 
Afghanistan’s economic development. /"We want to develop and not only to 
rebuilt, which is important because of destruction,"/ Soltan Ali Keshtmand 
said. "Our priority task is to exploit the rich deposits of our raw mater- 
ials and to develop farm production and transportation. We have drawn up 
comprehensive programs for industrial deveiopment.” 


I asked about the role of the state, cooperative, and private sectors of 

the economy. The prime minister said that the state stresses the develop- 
ment of the state sector as the driving power of the economy and added with 
emphasis: "The private sector has its own correct place in the national 
economy. It can be said that there is symbiosis between the state, cooper- 
ative, and private sectors. The state and cooperative sectors in our country 
are developing and gaining in strength, but this is not at the expense of the 
private sector. We allow the private sector to be very active and we en- 
courage such activitfes. /What we are keeping our eye on is to ensure that 
these activities do not turn into a plunder of the national economy."/ 
("National plundering"--he said in English.) 
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To Act in Good Time 


From the prime minister's palace we went directly to the presidential palace, 
to a large hall on the first floor. The light was provided by heavy old 
chandeliers. My interpreter and I took our places at a long table. 


Babrak Karmal entered the hall through a side door and gave me a cordial 
welcome. We spoke in English all the time, except when -Babrak Karmal asked 
the interpreter for a word from time to time. He spoke slowly and deliber- 
ately and with a great force of conviction. 


“How is it," I asked, "that your party is playing the leading role in the 
present complicated situation of Afghanistan?" 


"As a leading force of the people," Babrak Karmal answered, "our party has 
succeeded in overthrowing feudal rule and in repulsing the direct intervention 
of imperialism. We have defended in our country the same values and have 
fought and continue to fight against the same enemy as you are doing in 
Poland. /It can be said in all sincerity that 99 percent of our people have 
accepted with warm hearts the April revolution of 1978 because it is a 
national, democratic, antifeudal, and anti-imperialist revolution. As you 
know, in the first phase of our revolution Amin (one of the leaders who em- 
barked upon the road of adveniurism-Zygmunt Broniarek) became a usurper, he 
usurped legal power, and used terrorist methods. His approach to people was 
more than brutal, it was barbarous. 


/"In the second phase of the revolution the situation changed. A true 
Central Committee and Revolutionary Council were set up. Health forces were 
victorious. Our party united itself on the principle of revolutionary 


we 


theory. , 


"The most important issue," Babrak Karmal continued, "was to save our 
sovereignty and territorial integrity. /This is no exaggeration. Our 
country was threatned by fragmentation, yes, fragmentation because this is 
what the United States, Pakistan, and other ccunterrevolutionary forces had 
planned, Lenin taught that it is necessary to act in good time, and this is 
what the Soviet Union did when it came to assist our revolution. This as- 
sistance was given in line with the Arghan-Soviet treaty of December 1978 
and in accordance with Article 51 of the UN Charter. The Soviet Union posted 
to Afghanistan military contingents to help paralyze the plot hatched by im- 
perialism and reaction. This plot threatened the murder of many people and 
perhaps even a war in this part of the world."/ 


I asked Babrak Karmal, about the mechanism of the party's activities. ‘''The 
most important issue," he answered, "was to restore the party's unity. This 
{s a process of fundamentai significance. The party was also behind the es- 
tablishmern’ of massive organizations of young peopJe, women, writers, artists 
and journalists as well as of tribunal councils and councils of spiritual 
leaders. The National Patriotic Front was set up with participation of not 
only organizations, but also individual members and famous personalities. We 
continued to build the structures of these organizations step by step in the 











"provinces as well. /We promoted propaganda in radio and television as well 
as in oral propaganda, which is of great importance in our country, to ensure 
that the truth about the revolution reaches all social segments and classes./ 


“The middle class, intellectuals, artisans, clergy, the national bourgeoisie, 
national industrialists, and representatives of various nationalities, 
tribes, and ethnic groups are also represented in the National Patriotic 
Front. : 


/"“We sought to create a favorable social climate and we proclaimed a general 
amnesty, which made a great impact on the country. The upshot of this was 
that many leaders of the counterrevolutionary grouns went over to our side 
together with their weapons./ I can tell you I was very moved when some 3 
weeks ago 300 such leaders held a rally in Kabul. I spoke to them and later 
on I had very informal talks with them. It was extremely interesting to hear 
them talk about the specific reasons that had induced them to come over to 
our side. /The primary specific reasons for this were attempts to compel 
them to inflict cruelties on their own countrymen."/ 


Babrak Karmal said that ideological problems are the top problems of party 
work. "Experience shows," he said, "that crises appear when ideological work 
becomes weak. Our armed forces were weak before the second phase of the 
revolution began. The same was true of the militia and security services." 


Party Unity 


"Is party unity an irreversible fact now?" I asked. "At the third plenum 
in 1980 you spoke a great deal about this matter, but I do not see that it is 
now as acute as it was." 


/"Party unity,” Babrak Karmal said, "is a matter for all times to come and 

not for just a short time. This means ideological, political, and organiza- 
tional unity and unity of strategy and tactics. We must promote unity all the 
time./ We had serious disruptions in the past, but the situation has now 
changed, and I can say that it is better than I thought it was. Of course, 
clashes are still occurring, but this is so in every party. However, we are 
optimists with regard to the affairs of the party and the state. /Our opti- 
mism {s based on reality. We are ‘scientific optimists" if I may say so./ 


"This ‘scientific optimism,'" Babrak Karmal continued, "induces us to see the 
still existing dangers, precisely because it is based on reality. Counter- 
revolution is going on and so is the aggression over the radio. About 30 
hours of programs in Afghanistan's two principal languages (Dari and Pashtu) 
are beamed around the clock. There are three radio stations in Pakistan 
beaming against us. The BBC and Deutsche Welle are very strong in Pakistan. 
Their favorite theme is the rumor that I have been murdered and that the 
party is an area ot an antagonistic struggle. But as you can see I am alive 
and the party is gaining in strength. 











Greetings for Poland 


Babrak Karmal recalled that he had met Gen Wojciech Jaruzelski in Moscow 
twice: During Leonid Brezhnev's funeral and on the occasion of the 60th 
anniversary of the USS. "Thanks to an unusually bold move," he said, “your 
party and government smashed the imperialist plans for Poland. I know that 
a struggle is going on in your country to ensure that life is normal. It 
is an acute struggle, but I am deeply convinced that you will emerge 
victorious from it. I would like you to convey through your daily the 
Afghan people‘s heartfelt greetings for your people. The Afghan people are 
waging a similar struggle to the one you are waging." 


CSO: 2600/1036 
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KHAMENE'I DISCUSSES MAJOR ISSUES WITH KUWAITI MAGAZINE 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 22 Jun 83 p 3 


[Interview with Hojjat ol-Eslam Seyyed 'Ali Khamene'i, head of 
the Supreme Council for Defense and president of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, by the Kuwaiti magazine, SAWT AL-KHALIJ; date 
and place not specified] 


Text] Hojjat ol-Eslam Seyyed 'Ali Khamene'i, the head of the 
ipreme Council for Defense and president of the Islamic Republic 
Iran, participated in an interview with the correspondent of 
SAWT AL-KHALIJ magazine, published in Kuwait, and explained his 
views on the goal of the visit of the foreign ministers of Kuwait 
and the United Arab Emirates to Iran, the relations between Iran 
and the Persian Gulf countries, the conspiracies of the 
treacherous Tudeh Party, confrontation with the U.S. conspiracies 
in Lebanon, Iran's resistance against the aggression on Syria by 
the Zionists and the arming of the Iraqi regime by the 
domineering global powers. 


The text of the interview of Mr Khamene'i, which was published in 
the 9 June issue of SAWT AL-KHALIJ, is as follows: 


SAWT AL-KHALIJ: What was the main goal of the recent visits of 
the foreign ministers of Kuwait and the UAE to Tehran? 


Hojjat ol-Eslam Khamene'l: As a matter of fact, between the 
responsible brethers of the Persian Gulf countries and ourselves, 
there are many common issues and subjects which can be discussed 
and it is not necessary that we have special issues or motives to 
meet, especially since the two countries of Kuwait and the UAE 
are two Muslim neighbors of Iran. 


The foreign minister of Kuwait and the minister of the UAE 
{1iscussed some of the important issues, such as the oil spill, in 
r meeting with us. But the issue which took up a great deal 
he discussions was reestablishing good relations between our 
itries. On our part, we have pursued good relations not just 
ntly but ever since the early days of the victory of the 











Islamic revolution and we announced that Iran would never play 
the role of gendarme in the region nor would we allow anyone else 
to play this role. 


This announcement of ours was intended to assure the countries of 
the Persian Gulf region that Iran, the powerful country in the 
region, would never play an aggressive role. 


Ultimately, this announcement meant that this power (Iran) would 
fight the aggression of any other great power trying to play the 
role Iran played during the shah's time. 


This announcement by Iran alone is the greatest proof of our good 
intentions and even more, it is proof that we have been ready to 
assist our brothers in the Persian Gulf countries in becoming 
free of dependence on the superpowers. In short, we hope that 
the nations of the the Persian Gulf will live side by side as the 
members of one familly. 


Major Factors in the Occurrance of Unrest 


Mr Khamene'il said in response to the following question: [In your 
opinion, what are the major factors in the occurrance of "unrest" 
in the relations between Iran and the Persian Gulf countries? It 
is better not to point to the ailments and more productive to 
Speak of the best way to eliminate the atmosphere of unrest. In 
our opinion, the great powers, at the head of them the United 
States, try to prevent the unity of the Islamic countries, 
especially the countries of this sensitive region. 


unrest in the relations between Iran and its neighbors. 

Ytherwise, what reason could there be for the worsening in 

relations between the countries of the region who all live in 

peace and tranquility? We have always believed that there are no 

internal reasons or factors. We must search for foreign reasons 

ind motives, on the basis of which the role of the propaganda and 
acies of the United States, which began to foment anxiety 

t! 


In Our opinion, these powers are at the bottom of this state of 


, 


ibout Iran from the very beginning of the victory of the Islamic 
ition, becomes clear. 

Meanwhile, some of the statements made by some Iranlan circles 

‘esulted in creating anxiety in some circles concerning the 

Islamic Republic were made by unofficial circles and were often 

esponses to questions designed and planned as a part of the U.S. 

nlans to strike out against and isolate the I 


< 
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Islamic Republic. 
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e president of our country, responded to this question: At the 
; " . , , md . o " — / ry) ~ -— 5c \, rr c , ry } 

resent time, 1t 4S sald in some circles that your relations witn 
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{11 Arabla have begun to improve. How accurate is this 
tement? He sald: Yes, the statement is accurate and our 
icy ln regards to the Persian Gulf countries, with the 


— 


xception of Iraq, is based on reducing tension. On this basis, 
risl 


ts were made to and meetings held with all the countries of 


the Persian Gulf which might in some way prove productive and 
these visits and meetings yielded hope Ful results. 
The Issue of the Tudeh Party 
In response to the question of how true it is, as some say, that 
the Tudeh Party of Iran was preparing for a military coup 
supported by a superpower and that important personalities were 
to play a role in this coup, Mr Khamene'i said: Much has beer 
said in this regard, most of which is untrue. Among such 
insubstantiated issues 1s the preparation for a military coup and 
relating 1t to foreign sources 
it what 1s true 1s that in this connection, preparations for a 
series of terrorist acts had been made. In addition, the Tudeh 
Party had spled for a foreign country. This fact the leaders of 
the Tudeh Party nen 2lves confessed to in the statements which 
were broadcast on television. Some expected extremist reactions 
regarding the Foreigners who were connected with the leadership 
of the Tudeh Party, but we tried to take the necessary and proper 
steps appropriat - the nature of this issue. Iran's request 
-oncerning the sueter of a number of Soviet diplomats from Iran 
was made in this connection. And, if new issues are uncovered in 
t ; area, we wlll again take appropriate measures 
mnfronting the U.S. Conspiracies in Lebanon 
e SAWT AL-KHALIJ correspondent asked: What measures has the 
slamic Republic of Iran taken thus far to confront the U.S. 
nspiracies in Lebanon? Hojjat ol-Eslam Khamene'l responded: 
» Islamic Republic of Iran has openly and decisively condemned 
the plot planned by the United States for Lebanon and has 
cclared its position officially. 
; ylicies of the Zionist regime which are supported directly 
the United States have brought chaos to the region. Among the 
sequences of these policies 1s that at the present time, Syria 
Ls nfronted with the danger of Zionist aggression and in our 
inion, it is the duty of all the Islamic countries to support 
the Syrian position. We have confronted the situation on our own 
Dart. I have sent a message in this regard to brother Hafiz 
Assad announcing that we will stand by the Syrian brothers 
ijainst the Zionist aggression. We have also declared our 
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Standing by Syria 


He continued in response to this question: To what extent will 
you stand by Syria, should this country face Israeli military 
aggression? The president said: We will put all our resources 
at the disposal of our Syrian brothers (if they request it). 


The Palestinian Revolution 


The correspondent of this magazine then asked: If the doors are 
Closed to the revolution and the nation of Palestine, will you 
open your doors to them and how far? 


The president of our country said: We do not expect that others 
will close their doors to the Palestinians one day, but, in any 
Case, our doors have been open to the Palestinians and they will 
remain open. In the very beginning, we told the Palestinians 
that our country has a population of 42 million, of which 2 
million are our Palestinian brothers. The Palestinians 
themselves agreed with this statement. Where we have differences 
regarding the Palestinian brothers is over the issue of their 
being scattered in numerous countries and melting into other 
societies. We want them to gather in one place to protect their 
existence. In our opinion, the Arab and Islamic countries must 
oressure Jordan to allocate a part of its land for the 
Palestinians to gather order for them to be able to fight Israel. 
s duty to act in accordance with their commitments 
Supporting the existence of Palestine against the 
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t 1s everyone 
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In regaras to 
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1ONLSt aggressions. 


[In our opinion, because of its position, Jordan must be a base 

for the struggle of the Palestinians, because their location in 

this country can benefit the Palestinians militarily, more than 

their Location even in Lebanon. In our opinion, all the 
alestinians must be recalled from various countries and brought 

together in one place to end this scattered situation and the 
-cessary resources must be put at their disposal to enable then 

to do their duty as the principle party in this issue. 

elivery of New Weapons to Iraq 

he correspondent of SAWT AL-KHALIJ asked in conclusion: It 1s 
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said that Iraq has recently recelved new weapons, such as 
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"exhaust") missiles. What 18S your opinion in this regard? 
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nas been unable to do anything in this area. For i 
Mirage Fighter 2000 is no less effective than the ( 
missiles. We know that 


exhaust) 
at the present time Iraq also uses the 
.S. fighters which are based in Egypt and other places. As it 
has been said, Egyptian pilots are training Iraqi pilots on 
U.S. fighters. 


SO: 4640/268 
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QADHDHAFI COMMENTS ON POLITICAL ISSUES AT ‘EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW' 


cr 


Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 14 Jun 83 p 6 
Interview with Libyan leader Col Mu'ammar Qadhdhafi by Iranian 
delegation to study the green boo’, on 12 May outside Benghazi, 
Libya] 
[Text ] Before noon on Monday, 12 May, place of 
residence: 


As participating guests in the world conference 

for studying the ideas contained in the green 

book in Benghazi, we thought of visiting Col 

Mu'ammar Qadhdhafi, the leader of Libya. 
We leave Benghazi, a calm, quiet town which has combined 
tradition with scattered bits of urban and cultural modernity, 
ind a few km from the city, we enter a relatively large, rather 
yreen area which resembles the tribal summer camps. We dismount 
ind not far away is the relatively large tent of Qadhdhafi. The 
official in charge of appointments gives us the last appointment, 


in order to afford us more time. We sit on the ground in a small 
tin room before which there are two camp guards. The warmth of 
the young guards reminds us of our own pure rural mobilization 

: r CS. 


He says he is from Qadhdhafi's tribe and goes along with him on 
of his trips. He invites us to tea. We sit on an old bench. 
he black Kettle, boiled tea and partially burned wood all 
the desert's authenticity very well. We drink the tea. 
He opens his can of olives and offers it to us along with some 
achine-made bread. For those who have seen the breaking of the 
~hains of the tyrant's slavery in many of the social customs and 
habits in Islamic Iran and have experienced the simplicity, 
y and complacency of many of the leaders and officials of 
the country in practice, it cannot be denied that in the 
t 1 world which is full of pomp and ceremony, even the 
symbolic preservation of such values hasS a special place. 








Most of the delegations return from short meetings of 10 or 15 
minutes, but, Since we do not know how long we will have to wait, 
we prefer to perform our prayers right there among the bushes. 
After a few minutes, it iS our turn. We set out for the tent 
with an official who, we found out later, is in direct contact 
with Qadhdhafl. 


Before we reach the tent, we put our briefcases on the ground and 
Wait near the tribal woven woolen tent. In the area in front of 
the tent, which is not unlike a dried up football field, a few 
camels and some firewood complete the tribal scene. We are 
guided into the ("kantinzi"), which is in fact the waiting room 
for the visitors. Several cushions and several sound apparatuses 
along with a dusty glass table make up the furnishings of the 
room. 
A person who seems to be an official of the country and wants to 
meet with Colonel Qadhdhafi is lying down on one of the cushions. 
He is summoned. Quickly, he gathers up his files and goes 
towards the tent, which 1s a few meters away. The attitude of 
the guards and officials is natural. It is very much like the 
relations between the members of a tribe with their leader. We 
are invited to lunch. Behind the (Kantinzi), a portable kitchen 
rought food. Some of the guards and our guide are getting 
90d. The food is Western. Spaghetti and meat. Next to the 
tent, we Sit on the ground to eat lunch. Perhaps this is a 
olcture of the Libyan culture of today: the tribal and old 
traditions and customs side by side with the products of the 
industrial West. We eat lunch rather hurriedly. Then we set out 
for the tent. The tent is traditional, patched along the lower 
rts, attached to the ground with hair ropes and wooden pegs, 
rpeted with simple, ordinary carpets. Qadhdhafi is sitting 
behind a small glass table on a metal chair. We enter. He 
Stands up and after embracing, we sit on the ground. After the 
introductions and welcome, he asks about the health of the imam 


, 


and Iran. We respond and then we begin the interview. 


"'"ANXpbdollah," the official in charge of the meetings, said in a 
rather harsh tone: 


"The leader is tired. Do not ask more than three questions." 
But after the questions start, 1t becomes apparent that all our 
yuestions can be asked. We ask about various general issues 
soncerning Libya, Iran, Palestine, the Organization for African 
Unity and the imperialist plans in the region. Looking somewhat 
d, Qadhdhafi responds slowly and calmly. The meeting and 
interview lasts for nearly an hour, which clearly shows that they 
had set aside a longer period of time for the Iranian delegati 
\ e we are talking, some of Qadhdhafi's guards, who are mostly 
Ss, are gathered around the tent watching. 
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The interview ends. Qadhdhafi accompanies us outside the tent. 
We say goodbye and return. Qadhdhafi holds most of his political 
meetings in this tent. A few days before us, "Carlos Ninos," a 
member of Nicaragua's reconstruction council, and the 
representatives of most of the liberation movements had met with 
him in this tent. It would be a lofty value to try to preserve 
and defend these desert customs and attitudes and have them 
overshadow the Western behavior and culture which threaten most 
of the Third World countries, including Libya, as a result of 
economic dependency on the capitalist world and to prevent a 


consumer culture and a consumer market from swallowing up these 
social traditions. The present colonialized Third World has no 
other way to attain true independence but to revitalize them. 


’ 


What follows is the text of the interview, a summary of which was 
published in KEYHAN, 11 April 1983. Because of the importance of 
this interview, we are now publishing the complete text. 


Brother Qadhdhafi, as a revolutionary leader, what is 
lon concerning the goals and the greed of U.S. 
m in the Middle East and the ways that it goes about 
ring these goals? And, have these goals and desires 
materlalized or not? 
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ategic understanding of the United States in its 
is that it must get closer to the Soviet Union, 
o that if the likelihood of a world war should 
U orces could win that war in tl.e interest of its 
ipitalist base. The important and dangerous issue in this 
strategy is that the Third World countries (if the term is 
‘urate) and the Middle and Near Eastern countries are 
‘ed factors in the implementation of the U.S. plans to 
forces closer to the Soviet borders. 
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To counter the Warsaw Pact, the United States is trying to bring 
Libya under its domination to thereby dominate the southern part 


f the Mediterranean Sea and North Africa and in order to be able 
to establish connections between North Africa and southern 
Europe. Also, it would have control over the passage of oil from 

ran, the Arab countries and Latin America and raw materlals from 

uuthern Africa through the Mediterranean Sea. 


Soviet Union also wants to get closer to these countries in 
yrder to counter the U.S. policies. Iran, during the shah's 


time, had become a vital U.S. base against the Soviet Union as a 
‘esult of the U.S. efforts to get closer and keep watch over the 
viet Union. The Iranian and Libyan revolutions have served the 
iet Union very well, because they have driven away the U.S. 
forces fr the Soviet borders. This very issue must make the 
soviet Union indebted to these revolutions. Of course, we made 
yvOolutior in order to achieve our own goals, but at the same 











time, we have also rendered a service to the Soviet Union by 
; 


riving away from our countries the forces that were active 
igainst it. This is the most important factor in our emvhasis on 
establishing peaceful relations among countries and subduing the 


fire of these wars. 


he Iranian revolution is potentially threatened and Libya, Korea 
Nicaragua are also faced with the same situation. But, this 
necessitates that we establish a great united front against the 
enemy whick is trying to destroy us and plunder our countries and 
wealth. Nations have no other way but to unite and fight against 
lalism. Meanwhile, we invite the Iranian revolution, first 
of all, to establish together a united revolutionary and Islamic 
rship, a united Guards Corps, united revolutionary groups 

ind a united mass movement, because we have one goal, which is to 

t the enemy. We can never fight it ina state of disunity. 
We must fight the enemy shoulder to shoulder and in alliance with 
the Islamic Republic of Iran. 


(Question] In your important speech on the occasion of the great 
March celebration, you said that the masses have declared their 
illiance with and unlimited support for the Islamic revolution of 
[Iran and you also warned the reactionary Arab countries to stop 
Striking out against the Islamic revolution. What are the actual 
ind tangible results of this alliance at the present time and for 
the future? 


Answer] It is quite obvious that the imposed war of Saddam 
igainst the Islamic Republic is the result of the alliance of the 
ionary Arab regimes in the region with Saddam to destroy the 
slamic revolution of Iran. Saddam imposed the war on Iran on 

£ of the United States and Israel and the United States 
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al 


intends to destroy the Islamic revolution of Iran and they have 
left this mission to Saddam and the reactionary Arab countries. 


\ country like Iraq must be a progressive Islamic country which 
supports the Islamic revolution of Iran, Syria, the national 

of Lebanon, the Palestinian resistance and Libya. It 
should have banded together with them to form a revolutionary 
inited front against Z1lonism, imperialism and reactionism. But, 
infortunately, it entered the predicament of this war and 
suffered lrreparable damages. 


Question} How do you view the Islamic revolution, its 
eadershil ind its effects on the contemporary world? 


Answer] We are very proud of the great and brave task of the 
fave ! lon o ran because it overthrew the domination of the 
tyrant, brought Iran out from under the domination of U.S. 


: : S oom | M . ) RA emmy “4 T 26 4 _— T c ‘ = 
imperlalism and returned 1t to the bosom of Islam. [In fact, tne 


~~ 
- 
- 
= 
. 
~~ 


rar 


re 
poe 
rs. 
a | 


= [Fr yy . oJ Ty} = _ f } al 9 . / £ Te ™ ~~ 
evolution of Iran revitalized the spirit of Islam and 
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mes which are, at th 
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Lé mas: Ll 
, new for the masses and involve tne first mass 


t kind which can be presented to the world. This 
theor ind the conference of the "Green Book" have been devised 
the basis of Islamic principles 

leas and solutions to political, economic and social problems 
lave been lifted ee the wide view of Islam and Islamic culture 
and included in this theory. Respect for Islam made this 
‘conference possible. Christian, Hindu and other religious 
intellectuals and professors also participated in this conference 


in Order to witness and become familiar with an Islamic theory. 
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, an Islamic revolution can be created and the 
lso a Sign of Islam. The theory in the book, 
ted in a sclentific manner, proved to the world 
religion for the people and the world which can 


solve the problems of human beings and can even (if God wills) 
rebulld a world. 


In any case, the theory of the Green Book 


emphasizes not the political but the cultural and ideological in 
the revolution and the people of Libya. I had, in fact, expected 
that su 1 conference, before being held in Libya, would be held 
in Iran. owever, Iran delayed doing so for many reasons. The 
r lems early in the revolution, reforming the society left 
ehind from the shah's regime, the conspiracy of the Mo jahedin-e 
ilq and other counterrevolutionary groups as well as other 
lems all contributed to this delay. We hove that these 
1ll be resolved as soon as possible and that you will 
take ‘te control over the situation in order to continue 
ut volutl iry actions in the interest of the nasses. The 
revolution, aS a people's revolution In the full sense of 
t yvord, 1S mentioned in the Green Boo It 1S a revolutionary 
that invites other masses to bavoiution. The masses of the 
l i %% need weapons suck as tanks and machine guns for 
lct l revolution. The bvious proof can be seen in the 
ran w! .chlieved victory witl hout any weapons while 
t ; rplanes and machine guns were in the shah's hands. 
t ree K nference, the global problems and especially 
e} the Third World were discussed and 











with the presence of the people among them and not on thelr 


Have the new changes and events in the world affected 
the Green Book theory or changed 1t? 

Answer] Yes. A theory changes continuously and new 
explanations are added to the text of the Green Book. For this 
reason, the last chapter of the Green Book specifies: "walt for 
explanations." The effects of the studies and new theoretical 
reactions, all will be added and explained in the Green Book. 
he truth 1s that one cannot devise solutions for political and 
economic problems before hand. We are living through the early 
stages of a combining reform action. Even a great revolution 
Such as that of Iran only thought in its early days about the 
Overthrow of the shah's regime and the establishment of the 
[Slamic Republic. Later, as time passed, it gradually 
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nsolidated and stabilized the positions, actions and theories. 


Juestion} We have a questlon concerning your dally life. Where 
do you spend your days? 


Answer] I spend all of my time in the tent. Every official and 
inofficial meeting and interview takes place in the tent, because 


yr any Lreasons--psychological, health and ideological--it is 
etter than a room with four walls. Ina tent, you feel caln, 
ecause of the fresh alr, pleasant sun and the simplicity of the 
surroundings, none cif which exists in a bourgeols environment. 


Life as president 1S like life for other official emplovees of 


os 
tne resident's office. Of course, my responsibilities are 
- ~ ‘ “ - rn 3 ~ T lL, ~~ ty -1> - " > wel r\ 
yreater. At a certain hour, I begin work and eat right where 
work, like other employees. 
, 
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IRAN 


ES OF 57 ATTORNEYS CANCELLED BY ISLAMIC COURT 


Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 20 Jun 83 p 2 
Text News service: The public relations office of the Islamic 
Revolution Prosecutor's Office of the Cipital announced in a 
‘communique chat the licenses of 57 attorneys of the attorneys' 
isSOoCclaticn have been cancelled. 
[The text of the communique is as follows: 
In the name of the Almighty. The Islamic Revolution Court of the 
‘apltal, headed by Ayatollah Mohammadi-Gilani, went into session 
18 June 1982 to study the petition dated 18 June 1982 of the 
evolution Prosecutor's Office of the Capital concerning the 
‘ancellation of the legal licenses of a number of accused 
attorneys of the Justice Department and handed down a decision as 
follows: 
the name of Gcd the compassionate and the merciful. Given the 
‘<isting reasons and evidence concerning the numerous accusations 
igainst the Justice Department attorneys cited in the petition 
resented by the Prosecutor's Office and given the necessity of 
rejecting incompetent elements of the association of Justice 
epartment attorneys, Slnce some of those in this profession 
Lted this verdict are not only untrustworthy, but act in 
f1 to Islam and the Muslims abroad or in the country and 
© iny of the Eastern and Westerh conspiracies and plots have 
Yr: irried out against the oppressed Hezbollah nation before 
ifter the revolution by attorneys of the association of 
istic irtment att rneys , permission to extend the att oOrney's 
e », WNILC Ln 
bites sn en 
Fhe | 4 
e ] 1 a the 








ilese individuals 1n any of the institutions of the Islamic 


he names of the above-mentioned attorneys are as follows: 


- 


1) Hedayatollah Matin-Daftarl1, (2) Hasan Nazih, (3) Mohammad 
iqi Damghani, (4) Saremoddin Sadeq-Vaziri, (5) 'Abdolkarim 


ahiji, (6) ‘Ali Shahandeh, (7) Akbar Lajevardi, (8) Naser 


yheri, (9) Ahmad Javid-Tash, (10) Hadi Esma'ilzadehn-Qandehari, 
Ll Reza Mo'tamedi, (12) ‘Abbas Kurosh-Kakvan, (13) Mostafa 


sharitati, (14) 'Abdolhamid Ardelan, (15) '‘'AbdolKarim Anvari, 


16) Mohsen Pezeshkpur, (17) Mohammad Reza Feyz-Mahdavi, (18) 
ahangir Amirhoseyni, (19) Esma'il Zahed, (20) Valiollah Shahab- 


7 


\ 


Ferdows, (21) ‘Ali Hashemian, (22) Batul Keyhani, (23) Parivosh 


. 


chajyehnuri, (24) Mehri Shahbaba, (25) Zhaleh Akbari-Melhli, 


26) Farkhondeh Sabi, (27) Zhaleh Shambayati, (28) Minu Jalali- 


ja'ini, (29) Doctor Seyyed Ja'far Bushehri, (30) Kazem Pegah, 


3} ‘(halil Azar, (32) Doctor Mohammad Sajjadi, (33) 'Ali Parhiz, 
{) Shahla Hojjat, (35) Hoseyn %11 Katebi, (36) ‘Ali Nuri, 
lbert Bernardi, (38) Musa Sabi, (39) Mohammad Nownahal- 


- 


Tehrani, (40) Daryush Foruhar, (41) Hamid Sadeq Nowbari, 


42) Hoseyn Razani, (43) Doctor Parviz Owsia', (44) Naser 
idam, (45) Giti Pur'ali-Fazel, (46) Naser Nurbakhsn- 
amavandi, (47) 'Ala'oddin Soltanzadeh, (48) Ja'far Mansurian, 
) M nad Reza Jalali-Na'ini, (50) Yadollah Shahbazi, 
51) Mahmud Bani-Najjarian, (52) Doctor Sana Barq-Zahedi, 
3) Ahmad 'Ali ‘Erfani, (54) ‘Ali Naqib ol-Hoseyni, 
Vazirinia, (56) Riazollan Tabyani, (57) Esma'il 


REVO ion Prosecutor's Office of the Capital is charged with 
editing the court decision concerning the cases of other 
istice Department attorneys who are allied and supportive of 
roup. 


‘ : : - LJ £ } Toa mar DD » | . ‘> ~+ . 7 4. } 
ir’ faqdistrate and Head of the ISlamic Revolution Courts of the 
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NVOIL DENOUNCES DEVIATION FROM REVOLUTION'S AIMS 
TA301953 (Clandestine) National Voice of Iran in Persian 1730 GMT 30 Jun 83 


|Unattributed commentary: “Iranian Patriots Will Defend the Revolution's 
Popular and Anti-Imperialist Line to the Last Drop of Their Blood"] 


|Excerpts] Dear compatriots: The rightists, superficials and American and 
British hojjatis entrenched in the ILslamic Government--by taking advantage of 
the reticence and in some instances the consent of the capitulationists--are 
still engaged on a large scale in arresting our homeland's noble children among 
whom tie struggling Muslims canstitute a considerable number. The use of 
torture against imprisoned lranian strugglers--these symbols of resistance 

and sacrifice--is continuing with unprecedented savagery. 


The counterrevolution and the rightist supporters of the capitalist system-- 
entertaining the hope that by escalating the scope of arrests and intensifying 
the application of torture they will succeed in breaking the iron will of strug- 
glers and the legends ot resistance-—-have now come to realize the disgraceful 
failure ot their policy of terror and repression. This resistance, whether 
inside the prisons or outside at the nationwide level, is intensifying daily 
against the sworn enemies of the nation's popular and anti-imperialist revolu- 
tion. Our homeland's people are also realizing the bitter indisputable fact 
ever more that the Islamic Government is turning back with utmost speed from 
its adopted path, and that leaders and government figures who have capitulated 
to the Islamic Republic’s rightists are succumbing to this retreat. 


As had been expected, this reality has also caused the intensification of dis- 
cord among the Islamic Republic of Iran's leaders, government figures and 
authorities themselves. 


tur homeland's people remember well the promises made by leaders and government 

tigures of the Islamic Republic ot [ran with regard to transforming the 

country's economic foundations, saving millions of oppressed from a life full 
pain and deprivation, ending violations of the law and establishing the 

rule of law in the country, implementing broad agrarian reforms--the very re- 


forms whose principles were drafted by the martyr Ayatollah Dr Beheshti and the 
martyr De Behonar--nationalizing foreign trade, as well as with respect to 
scores of other cases. For this reason, to every patriotic Iranian who is 
sincere about the revolution's popular and anti-imperialist line, deviation in 











implementing the given promises--regardless of by which leader or official 
or the Islamic Republic--cannot be interpreted other than as deceiving the 
people and betraying the revolution. 


lt 1s for this reason that revolutionary torces as well as all struggling 
Muslims faithful to the revolution, are watching with utmost awareness 
certain developments that are taking place in our homeland. Without doubt, 
these torces, by utilizing the support of the entire people, wili not allow 
the rightists and capitulationists to crush the revolution and restore the 
great Satan and his other allied Satans to Iran. 


Our homeland's miltlion-strong masses, these pillars of the revolution, in 

step with the struggiing Muslims loyal to the revolution, will fight to the 
last drop of their blood for the sake ot defending the gains of the revolu- 
tion, tor preventing the restoration of the previous situation in their 
emancipated homeland and for maintaining true independence, treedom and 

social justice in the country, and will throw the capitulationists and right- 
ists into the dust bin of history--the same as their predecessor, the accursed 
Mohammad Keza. 


CSO: 4640/2263 
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NVOL ASSAILS ‘NEITHER EAST NOR WEST‘ POLICY 


TA302045 (Clandestine) National Voice of [ran in Persian 1730 GMT 30 Jun 83 
|Unattributed commentary: “The Nature of Your ‘Neither East Nor West" Slogan 
Is Clear to Everyone" | 


(Excerpts} Dear compatr ts: Our nation's glorious popular and anti-imperial- 
ist revolution achieved victory with the slogan of “Death to the Shah, Death 

to America.” This slogan which in the course of the revolution and even for a 
time after the victory of the revolution was resonant throughout Iran, reflected 
well the popular and anti-imperialist nature of the revolution. 


World imperialism, headed by America-- 1 order to confront our great revolu- 
on, and in accordance with its usual approach--raised the weapon of the 
tanger of communism and the Soviet Union in order to alarm shaky forces and 
move revolutionary Iran trom the true friends of the popular and anti-imperial- 
ist revolution, above all the Soviet Union, and isolate us on the international 
scene. It was for this reason that they raised the "Neither East Nor west" 
slogan and imposed in on our nation‘s anti-imperialist and popular revolution 
by means of their penetrating elements such as Bani-Sadr, Qotbzadeh, Amir- 
Entezam, Yazdi and others. 


rT) 


that day onward, officials of the [slamic Republic of Iran's regime, from 
he highest to the lowest, have repeated ind continue to repeat the ‘Neither 
cast Nor West’ slogan every minute and nour. 


he selfless people and the sincere followers ot the revolution's popular and 
inti-imperialist line threw the Bani-Sadrs and Qotbzadehs into the dustbin 
f history, but before long the rightists, the superficials and the American 
ind British hojjatis dominating the Islamic Government embarked on abusing 

is slogan on a larger scale than their predecessors. They projected the 
issault on the true forces of the revolution, headed by the Lranian Tudeh 


»1 1, - aecan Sno } ete . . : - r £ 
, as well that assaulting the true revolutionary forces, 

. .* * . . - ‘ - , ‘ : . . c~ 
whether religious or nonreligious, on the one hand, and the true friends of 
. ‘ . * . . , -}t ° 7 : P .~  _ 
the revolution on the international scene on the other, is nothing more than 


1 vane Taer!’ policv 
Lil@ i rast NOT WEOSL we ALY e« 














On the one hand, the rightists who dominate the Islamic Government are flirt- 
ing with the great Satan and his allies, and on the other have declared war 
against the true forces of the revolution within the country and the revolu- 
tion's true friends abroad, and without the slightest shame they are calling 
this an implementation of the "Neither East Nor West" policy. 


These imperialist agents should be told: Gentlemen, you are entirely wrong. 

You are the foes of the revolution. With this ploy and ruse you want to lead 
the popular revolution to final defeat. Be sure, however, that the million- 

strong masses will not provide you with the possibility of doing this. 


C 90: 4640/ 263 











PAKISTAN 


SOVIET AMBASSADOR URGES DIRECT TALKS WITH KABUL 
GFO11046 Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 1 Jul 83 p 20 
[(Correspondent's Report] 


[Text] Islamabad--Soviet Ambassador Smirnov thinks that Pakistan has created 
difficulties for itself by accepting the "advice of its so-called friends" 
and warued that Pakistan would further "weaken" its position if it persisted 
in its refusal to have direct talks with the Karmal regime. 

Suave and usually soft-spoken the Soviet emvoy using very strong language in 
his interview to a panel of journalists belonging to the JANG group of news- 
apers, said the Soviet Union could not even think of any horse trading with 
the United States on the question of Afghanistan to seek concessions on some 
other issues at the cost of its friends. 


a?) 


Mr Smirnov said U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz was coming to Pakistan 
with “something special in his brief case."" This thing is named "Soviet 


threat'’ by which Americans would scare Pakistan to concede some more "position 
to the United States," Mr Smirnov added. 


When a questioner reminded him that Pakistan's Foreign Minister Sahibazad 
Yaqub Khan has categorically repudiated insinuations that Pakistan had come 
under American pressure, Mr Smirnov said he wished Mr Yaqub Khan's claim was 


He accused the Pakistani press of being under the influence of Zionist-con- 
trolled Western news agencies, which were drumming up the prop: ganda of 


Soviet threat to world peace. He said the Soviet Union did not wish any con- 
frontation even with imperialist powers. 


He said Afghanistan was a friend of the Soviet Union and his country would 
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never sacrifice 1ts frlends. 


The Soviet ambassador scoffed at the theory of historical Soviet intentions 
to reach warm waters in the south and observed that the "Soviet Union had 
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slenty of both warm and cold waters and needs no additional waters. 
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He referred to his recent visit to Pakistan‘s northern areas of Hunza and Gilgit 
t 
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ind said people there told him that the British had raised the bogey of Sovie 
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threat igate those areas. He was the first Soviet diplomat to go there 
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ind posed no threat to the people, nor would there be any in future as wel 
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